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Message from the Dean

Dear friends and colleagues,
In February we remembered the birth of two famous Parisian organists, Jeanne Demessieux (1921-1968) and
Rolande Falcinelli (1920-2006). Both studied with Marcel Dupré, were the recipients of his formidable talents
and teaching, and became noted performers and composers. We are the fortunate recipients of their musical gifts
and insights through recordings of their virtuosity and unique interpretations. The stories of their personal and
professional lives are legendary.

I’ve always considered Paris to be a mecca for organists because of the tremendous history of organ building
especially from Aristide Cavaillé-Coll; the many fabulous instruments in churches, auditoriums and homes; the
plethora of trained organists from the Paris Conservatory, Schola Cantorum, and Niedermeyer School; and for
the respect and admiration and even governmental support for organs and for organists in French society.

1

The education given to blind organists at the National School for Blind Children encouraged many gifted
organists to serve the church including Langlais, Marchal, and Vierne.

See Marie-Louise Langlais’s article: https://voxhumanajournal.com/langlais2021.html

and this:

http://www.musimem.com/INJA.htm?
fbclid=IwAR2iquqPjF0gDvbW7EyxS_zYAfVFqe00xXL6aBaCZBZrUimknRwBhLvVwJk

Our March program by Dr. Sarah Simko features music by living women composers for the organ. This
program will be a lecture-recital, presented live. It unites technology ideas presented in our February program
with March Women's History Month. Our organ community embraces the diversity and insights of all members.
It is great to witness and participate in expanding technologies and scholarship.

Hope to see you ‘virtually’ on March 28!

Ken

Kenneth Danchik, FAGO, Dean

Message from the Sub Dean

Lenten 2022 greetings, friends and colleagues.
Please join us on Monday, March 28, at 7:30 PM for a recital and lecture presented by Dr. Sarah Simko. This
program will take place in real time, livestreamed via YouTube from the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Detroit,
MI.
Dr. Simko’s lecture recital will focus on music by living women composers. Her exploration of this music has
taken many forms, most notably a recording project titled Living Voices.
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Her program will include a broad selection of works suitable for the worship service and for teaching. During the
program, Dr. Simko will also discuss ways to approach this large body of work and provide resources for further
exploration.
Information about the Cathedral’s instrument can be found at this website: https://detroitcathedral.org/cathedralorgans/
Dr. Sarah Simko, Interim Associate Organist at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, is a recent graduate of the
University of Michigan. She completed her master’s and doctoral degrees with Drs. James Kibbie and Kola
Owolabi and holds a bachelor’s degree from the Eastman School of Music of the University of Rochester, NY.
Dr. Simko is the recipient of a Graduate Award from the Presser Foundation, to be used to create a
comprehensive set of recordings of organ music by living American female composers. The goal of this project
is to expand the accessibility of a rich and overlooked body of repertoire. More information, including
purchasing information for this series of three CDs, can be found under the "Living Voices" tab on this website.
During her time at the University of Michigan, Dr. Simko served as a Research Assistant
for a team headed by Drs. Kibbie and Daniel Forger from the Department of Mathematics.
This collaborative project focused on how the brain processes music, through detailed study
of Johann Sebastian Bach’s Six Sonatas (BWV 525-530).
Along with her duties at the Cathedral, Dr. Simko currently serves as the Adjunct Faculty
Instructor at Madonna University, Livonia, MI. Previous positions include Choral
Accompanist at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor; Interim Director of Music at University
Presbyterian Church, Rochester Hills; and Senior Organ Scholar at Christ Church Cranbrook, Bloomfield Hills.
She has also served Bethany Presbyterian Church, Greece, New York, as the organ scholar. Dr. Simko has given
recitals at such notable venues as Methuen Memorial Music Hall, Methuen, Massachusetts; St. Paul’s Cathedral
(Anglican), London, Ontario, Canada; Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, Detroit; the Cathedral Church of
St. Paul (Episcopal), Detroit; Hill Auditorium, Ann Arbor; among others.

For further information about Dr. Simko’s recital program and a YouTube link, look for an email blast during
the week prior to March 28th. We hope that you will choose to join us for another interesting lecture recital at
7:30P.
May the joy of PitAGO’s Centenary year ensue with more great organ music!
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Historic Pipe Organs of Central and Western Pennsylvania - Part Six
by Kevin M. Clemens, CAGO

Part five of this series documented the historic instruments of Bedford County. The following article will
recognize three remaining historical pipe organs of Huntingdon County. Huntingdon County is located in the
center of the stet and was created on September 20, 1787, mainly from the northern part of Bedford County and
territory from the East from Cumberland County.
First Regular Baptist Church (ABC) is located in Huntingdon, the county seat of Huntingdon County.
The organ was built by the A. B. Felgemaker Company, of Erie, in 1900. The Opus number 766 is noted on the
name plate above the Swell keyboard. The instrument was donated to the church by the Mattern family, a local
prominent family of bankers. The organ is located on the second floor of the church at the front of the nave
behind the chancel and choir on a raised platform. It has two sixty-one-note manuals and a straight, flat, thirtynote pedalboard. There are ten ranks of pipes with four ranks in the Great organ, five ranks in the Swell organ,
and one rank in the Pedal organ. The casework is cherry with an aesthetic display of facade pipes using pipes
from the Open Diapason 8’ and Dulciana 8’ located in the Great organ. The organ was initially hand-pumped.
The pumping mechanism is intact and still functions. A water motor was used later. Currently, an electric
blower furnishes the air. The organ because of its small size obviously does not contain much upper work in the
Great organ. However, the Open Diapason 8’ and Octave 4’ are voiced to compensate this deficiency with their
bright and well articulation. This combination produces a pleasant chorus for congregational singing.
The Stopped Diapason 8’ and Flute Harmonique 4’ in the Swell organ produce a very useful ensemble with
good clarity. An Oboe Gamba 8’ on the Swell is not a reed stop but is very colorful and useful as a solo stop.
The Pedal organ contains one stop, a Bourdon 16, which is well balanced with the instrument. The organ is
beloved by the congregation and used every Sunday for services.
St. John’s Episcopal Church of Huntingdon was also built by the A. B. Felgemaker Company of Erie, in 1910.
St. John’s is three blocks away from the First Regular Baptist Church. The Opus number 1108 is engraved on
the name plate above the Swell keyboard. The organ is located in the front of the nave to the right of a typically
recessed Episcopal chancel. The organ chamber entirely encloses the instrument except for the opening toward
the nave and an opening toward the chancel. The case is dark stained oak. The facades use pipes from the Open
Diapason 8’ , Dulciana 8’, and the Octave 4’ located in the Great organ. The organ was probably never hand
pumped since there are indications inside the case of a water motor. The instrument has two sixty-one-note
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manuals and a flat thirty-note pedalboard. There are ten ranks of pipes in the organ with four ranks in the
Great organ, five ranks in the pedal organ, and one rank in the Pedal organ. Interestingly, the specification of
this instrument is identical to Opus 766 in the First Regular Baptist Church. The organ does not contain much
upper work, and the enclosing of the instrument also contributes to its lack of brilliance. The Open Diapason 8’
and the Octave 4’ in the Great organ provide a very adequate ensemble for congregational singing. The Swell
organ strings (Violon 8’ and Violin 4’) are unusually bright. The Stopped Diapason 8’ and Flute Harmonic 4’
in the Swell organ are of pleasant quality. An Oboe Gamba 8’, not a reed stop, provides the solo stop for the
Swell organ. The Pedal Bourdon 16’ is voiced moderately loud and provides an adequate foundation for the
instrument. The organ is used for liturgies on Sundays.
Juniata College is a private liberal arts college in Huntingdon. The college was founded in 1876 as a
coeducational school by members of the Church of the Brethren. In 1940, the Möller Pipe Organ Company
of Hagerstown, Maryland, built Opus 6856 for Oller Hall located in the Rosenberg Auditorium. Carl Weinrich
was the consultant and R. O. Whitelegg and John Schleigh were the tonal finishers. The instrument of
3 manuals and 35 ranks of pipes was dedicated by Virgil Fox on December 1, 1940. The organ was rebuilt by
the Möller Pipe Organ Company in 1981 with no tonal changes. When I was in junior high school (1967 1970), my first organ teacher would take me to the fall recitals of Professor Donald Johnson who was the
college organist. Professor Johnson was a student of T. Tertius Noble and also organist director of First United
Methodist Church in Huntingdon where he play a three manual Möller Organ. These recitals had an impact on
me as I heard this wonderfully voiced instrument. I remember hoping to play in the future some of the large
Bach works that Professor Johnson played on his recital programs. As of this writing the organ is in storage
due to the renovation of Oller Hall in 2015. Once money is available the instrument will hopefully be reinstalled
in the Oller Hall.
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PIT AGO POSITIONS AVAILABLE
(As of ) February 19, 2022

Upcoming Events
SATURDAY, March 5, 2022, 7:30 p.m.

Choral Concert “From Pittsburgh to Salzburg” (Music of the Summer 2022 European tour).
Pittsburgh Concert Chorale. Susan Medley, director.
Where: Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church. 384 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh, 15238.
Tickets available at the door, www.PCCsing.org, and 412-635-7654.
SUNDAY, March 6, 2022, 7 p.m.
Tango and Two: Pittsburgh Camerata Concert
Where: Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232
Music in a Great Space, the concert series at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, welcomes the Pittsburgh Camerata,
presenting the program “Tango and Two,” on Sunday, March 6, 2022, at 3:00 p.m.
Hear Pittsburgh’s premier professional chamber choir, under the direction of Mark A. Anderson, join with the
Chamber Orchestra of Pittsburgh for this concert, featuring Misatango, by Martin Palmeri.
Tickets may be purchased online at www.pittsburghcamerata.org or at the door.

SUNDAY, March 26, 2022, 3 p.m.
Where: Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232
“In a House Besieged” fuses writings of Lydia Davis into an extraordinarily unique libretto reflecting the fear
and anxiety around the aging process. We see our homes and the world around us crumble and decay with time;
can we admit that our bodies and minds will do the same? Through her mastery of choral textures, composer
Stacy Garrop ponders: is our topic a crumbling society, cognitive collapse, moral deprivation, or the devastating
disintegration of our environment? Accompanied by organist Scott Dettra, The Crossing presents the world
premiere of this work, along with two introspective works by spiritual-minimalist Arvo Pärt (“The Beatitudes”
and “I am the true vine”) and Lansing McLoskey’s provocative, gloriously mystifying “The Memory of Rain”
(from “The Month of Moderns 2010”), on poems of Philip Levine capturing Francisco Franco’s devastated
Spain of the 1950s: jet fighters, tranquilizers, TVs.
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Tickets cost $15 each and are available through the Shadyside Presbyterian Church office: 412-682-4300 or
www.shadysidepres.org. While securing tickets in advance is recommended, tickets also may be available at the
door.
Monday, March 28, 2022, 7:30 p.m.
Living Woman Organ Composers
Presented by Dr. Sarah Simko
*This event will be virtual only
See Sub Dean's Message for details

Substitutes
It is the policy of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Guild of Organists that only current members in good
standing may list their names on the Substitutes List. Employers may contact organists directly or ask the
coordinator for assistance. The AGO assumes no responsibility for the musicianship, reliability, or conduct of
substitute organists, and background checks are the responsibility of the employer.
Persons listed as available substitutes may be required by employers to present clearances; e.g. Child Abuse
History Clearance; Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Checks for Employment; and/or Federal Bureau
of Investigation
(FBI) Fingerprinting.

Services: W-Weddings, F-Funerals, E-Evenings, S-Saturdays, L-Liturgical Only, N-Non-Liturgical
Substitute Organists Available for Sunday Mornings
ALEY, PHILIP 412.302.8653 WFE
ANDERSON, GERALD 412.251.6718 WFELNS
BROWN, JUDITH 240.522.5070 WFES
CAFARO, ROSS 412.885.1625 WFES
CLEMENS, KEVIN M. 443.604.5072 WFELNS
EARNEST, Dr. WAYNE N. 724.206.8854 WFESLN
HILL, THOMAS 512.421.1484 WFES
JANKO, RAY 724.325.7449 WFES
JUSTHAM, MARY ANN 724.335.7792 WFES
KETTERING, REGINA 412.477.5547 WFES
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KRANTZ, DOUGLAS 724.554.3314 WFS
LA RUE, ELIZABETH SPC 412.999.4812 WFESLN
LINDSEY, III, C. DENNIS 918.409.6467 WFES
MASTERS, SARA 412.266.5821 WFES
MISLIN, DAVID W. 617.223.1270 WFES
PARK, HAEHYUN 734.657.0869 WFESLN
REILAND, MICHAEL 412.882.5521 WFESLN
ROEDERER, CHARLOTTE 412.853.6647 EFS
ROLLET, TONY 412.726.8569 ES
RUBRIGHT, SANDY S. 724.994.8872 WFE
SKROUPA, DANE 724.265.4840 FLN
STIPCAK, VALERIE 724.388.1038 WFES
SZEREMANY, RICHARD, AAGO 412.327.6254 WFES
WILL, NICHOLAS, AAGO 412.566.9597 WFES
Substitute Organists NOT Available for Sunday
Mornings
AIKINS, CANDICE 724.568.2640 WF
BRUHN, LYNN 724.733.8111 WFE
COCHRAN, NICOLE 724.799.1373 WFES
DANIELS, J.R. 412.389.6658 WF
HAMMER, MICHAEL 217.766.4230 WFES
HENRI, LAURA 412.418.7392 WFESL
KARDOS, MICHELLE 724.757.0972 WFELSN
MILLER, JANE 412.526.6618 WF
PINKERTON, RICHARD 412.561.2015 WFE
RASLEY, DON 724.487.7303(D) 724.283.4829(E) WFES
RIZZO, ELMIRA, CAGO 724.612.2029 WFES
SCHALL, STEPHEN 412.215.2971 WFE
SPENCER, GEORGE 412.731.3324 WFE
STROBEL, JOYCE MOON 412.366.0074 WFES
TYILLIAN, JON 724.456.5135 WFESV
ANDERLAAN, BRETT, SPC 301.919.1835 WFES
WALLACE, JUSTIN 412.531.0525 WFES
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Free resources for Organ
Submitted by Bob Senay
Listed below are three cites with lots of free music. Partitura Organum is strictly organ literature. Freescores.com has music scores for just about any instrument. Many of the organ scores have been shared on the
AGO facebook webpage. The last entry is ScorSer - Search system for musicians.
Partitura Organum is a growing collection of organ music editions. The aim is to typeset lesser known organ
music from original printed or manuscript sources that are in the public domain. The typesetting is done using
LilyPond, an open source engraving program, and Frescobaldi, a dedicated editor for LilyPond.
The scores are released under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial ShareAlike
License, CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 International, which can be found at creativecommons.org. All scores come with a
recording, made with the virtual instrument software Hauptwerk.
https://partitura.org
free-scores.com
Description:
We offer contemporary, classical and educational free sheet music for all instruments. Free-scores.com is a free
and legal platform for composers, arrangers and publishers.
Free-scores provides free broadcast and media hosting for composer, arrangers and publishers. It facilitates
contact among musicians, and monitoring of the audience of your musical works. Interpreters record and add
their interpretations on the site.
https://www.free-scores.com/free-sheet-music.php?CATEGORIE=220

ScorSer - Search system for musicians
This is a search system for a myriad of solo and various instrumental combinations e.g., string trio, quartet,
brass quintet. Also included are instrumental methods and theory instruction materials.
http://en.instr.scorser.com/SS/Organ/All/All.html
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A Note from Wayne Earnest, PITAGO member

NEW MUSIC
Following up on the PitAGO “Composer Meeting” in April 2021, I have been continuing composing and
arranging music in my spare time. Below is the present list. If you’re interested in playing any of them, my
contact information is: Wayne Earnest, 724-206-8854; musicmanwayne@outlook.com. In order to maximize
their accessibility, they are relatively easy to play and can even be played on a smallish, 2-manual organ with
pedal. I composed these pieces because, (1) relative to the vast amounts of organ music on Christmas carols,
there is not that much organ music on Easter hymns and (2) at various times I have been asked to play music not
originally for organ. The title of the series of transcriptions, “Because They’re Beautiful,” is what Virgil Fox’s
answer was when someone asked him why he played transcriptions.

FOUR EASTER HYMNS: Vol. 1 - Variations
CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY [Jesus Christ Is Risen Today] (Easter Hymn) [premiered at the Apr21 PitAGO “Composer Meeting”]
THINE IS THE GLORY (Judas Maccabeus)
CHRIST IS ALIVE (Truro)
HAIL THEE, FESTIVAL DAY (Salve Festa Dies)

FOUR EASTER HYMNS: Vol. 2 - Introductions, Accompaniments, Reharmonizations
CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY [Jesus Christ Is Risen Today] (Easter Hymn)
THINE IS THE GLORY (Judas Maccabeus)
CHRIST IS ALIVE (Truro)
HAIL THEE, FESTIVAL DAY (Salve Festa Dies)

“BECAUSE THEY’RE BEAUTIFUL”: Vol. 1
JESU, JOY OF OUR DESIRING – J.S. Bach
AIR ON THE G-STRING – J.S. Bach
BIST DU BEI MIR – J.S. Bach
ARIOSO – J.S. Bach

“BECAUSE THEY’RE BEAUTIFUL”: Vol. 2
PANIS ANGELICUS – César Franck
GESÚ BAMBINO – Pietro A. Yon
PIE JESU (from REQUIEM) – Gabriel Fauré
PIE JESU (from REQUIEM) – Andrew Lloyd Webber

“BECAUSE THEY’RE BEAUTIFUL”: Vol. 3
POMP & CIRCUMSTANCE (main theme) – Sir Edward Elgar
TRUMPET VOLUNTARY IN D – John Stanley
LARGO (from XERXES) – G.F. Handel
ORGAN CONCERTO IN F – G.F. Handel
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