
Message from the Dean

Dear Colleagues:

This year we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of César-Auguste Jean-Guillaume Hubert 

Franck, (December 10, 1822 - November 8, 1890). We organists are heirs to his musical wealth, freely

shared and celebrated in many ways.

Here is an excellent wiki article on Franck’s life:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%A9sar_Franck

Several years ago while visiting Paris, Lisa and I did a “Franck tour”: a visit to Ste. Clotilde Church 

(now a Basilica) where he was titular organist, and to the famous monument by Alfred Lenoir of 
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Franck seated at the Cavaille-Coll Organ console in Square Samuel-Rousseau, a park in the 

foreground of Ste. Clotilde…

and visited his grave in the Montparnasse Cemetery not far from the center of Paris. Franck’s students

commissioned the famous sculptor Auguste Rodin for a bronze medallion of Franck which is affixed to 

his grave marker. Franck’s wife Eugénie-Félicité-Caroline Saillot is inscribed on the grave marker 

simply as “Madame Cesar FRANCK 1825-1918.”
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We will hear tributes to Franck in recitals and programs this year. In addition to music for the organ, he

composed for the piano, solo voices and choruses, operas, and orchestra.

Many recordings and interpretations of Franck’s organ works are available, from the grandest 

cathedrals to Pierdino Tisato’s recordings on the Hammond RT-3 Concert Organ:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVcNBEtHYwk

As organists, we honor the memory of those who have contributed to the great wealth of expression 

that we share with our churches and concert audiences.  Let us continue to remember Franck by 

playing his works and speaking of his great musical gifts.

Ken

Kenneth Danchik, FAGO

Dean

Message from the Sub Dean

Spring season greetings, friends and colleagues. 

Ushered in by Passion Sunday and Holy Week, we know that Easter Season 2022 will keep us busy practicing 

some of the most inspiring organ repertoire ever written.  It is for this reason that we invite you to participate in a

virtual members’ recital by making and sharing a video recording of your  Easter prelude, offertory, or postlude. 

These videos will be broadcasted during our next meeting on Monday, April 25, at 7:30P.  The title of our 

chapter’s program will be “Members’ Recital: Easter Season 2022.”  Our goal for this program is three-fold: To 

share and thus grow our own repertoire list for this festival season; to display the pipe organs on which we serve;

and to unite as a community of organists in doing what we enjoy doing—to learn and hear great organ music. 

During the winter months we have experienced many facets of technology, from learning from Brandon Mock, 

to hearing excellence rendered in the lecture recitals via Zoom and You Tube by Drs. Benjamin Cornelius-Bates 

and Sarah Simko.
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In light of postponed events beyond our control, we believe that a virtual members’ recital of Easter organ 

literature would be a meaningful way to bring our chapter members together to hear great organ music.

Further details on how to submit your video recording will be sent in an email blast in the near future.  Along 

with your recording, please provide the follow information which is listed below to Brandon Mock. The 

submission deadline is no later than Friday, April 15. Selection (s) can be anywhere from two to 10 minutes 

long.  

1. Your name as you wish it to appear on the video.

2. Your church. You may include your title if you wish.

3. A brief, two sentence description of your instrument.

4. The title

5. The composer (s)

6. The composer(s) dates

Brandon’s email address is as follows: bmmocl91@gmail.com

Please send your questions or comments to me: orgel@iup.edu

In closing, our final meeting of the program year will be f2f  (face to face) on Monday, May 23, at 7:30P.  It will

be a members’ recital performed live. Look for further information about the venue and theme prior to the  

publication of the May Pipelines publication. 

Those who are interested in playing live, please contact myself and Ken (dean). 

Happy Centenary, PitAGO! Let the celebration ensue! 
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Historic Pipe Organs of Central and Western Pennsylvania - Part Seven

by Kevin M. Clemens

Part six of this series documented the historic instruments of Huntingdon County.  

The following article will recognize four remaining historical pipe organs in Centre County.  After the

American Revolutionary War, Centre County was created on February 13, 1800, from parts of

Huntingdon, Lycoming, Mifflin, and Northumberland counties. 

 It was named for its central location in the state.

St. John the Evangelist RC Church is located in Bellefonte, the county seat of the Centre County.  By

1828 a sufficient number of Catholics had settled in the area to warrant the establishment of a separate

parish.  Father O’Reilly was appointed pastor and completed a church building in less than three years.  In

1831, Rt. Rev. Kendrick, auxiliary bishop of Philadelphia, consecrated the new edifice. The foundation of

the present church was laid in 1883 and the cornerstone was blessed by Bishop Shanahan (of the

Harrisburg Catholic Diocese) on August 24, 1884.  In 1902, M. P. Möller built Opus 417 for this fabulous

room. The organ is located high above in the back gallery.  The organ has two sixty-one-note manuals and

a flat, straight, pedal board of 30 notes. In 1964, Cannarsa Organs of Hollidaysburg, PA, rebuilt the

instrument making tonal changes.  The Diapason chorus (8’ 4’ 2/23’ 2’) on the Great organ is original as

well as the Dulciana 8’.  A Trumpet 8’ replaced the Melodia 8’ and a Quintadena 16’ replaced the Flute

D’Amour 4’.  On the Swell organ the original Stopped Diapason 8’ and Aeoline 8’ were retained.  New

pipe work included a Spitz Principal 4’, Spitz Flute 4’, Block Flute 2’, and Larigot 1/1/3’.  The Pedal

organ retained the original Bourdon 16’, and Open Wood 16’.  Cannarsa’s added an Octave 8’ and a

Mixture III.  Couplers include Swell to Great 4, Swell to Great 8, Great to Pedal 8, and Swell to Pedal 8.

The organ is in very good condition and is played for weekend Masses.

Trinity United Methodist Church of Bellefonte, has a pipe organ that was donated by the wife of

Governor Daniel H. Hastings in 1901.  The instrument was built by Hook and Hastings Company of

Boston, MA.  The organ was overhauled in 1941 and 1969.  

G. Edwin Dunlap of Harrisburg, replaced all leather tracker nuts, cleaned pipe work and installed tuning

collars on all metal flue pipes.  The Swell Oboe 8’ was replaced with a Trumpet 8’ built by Organ Supply

of Erie, PA.  The organ is located in the front of the second floor nave.  The instrument consists of two

sixty-one-note manuals and a flat, straight pedal board of twenty-seven notes.  There are seventeen ranks

of pipes with six ranks in the Great organ, nine in the Swell organ, and two ranks in the Pedal organ.
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The tone of the organ is light and articulate.  None of the stops sound “dull” and full organ is bright and

exciting.  The instrument is used on a regular basis for Sunday services.

St. John Episcopal Church of Bellefonte, purchased an organ from J. W. Steere and Sons, who were

located in Springfield, MA.  Opus 359 was installed in 1893 in memory of Wm. F. Reynolds (1813-1893).

The organ is located in the front, left side of the nave behind the choir screen in a deeply recessed

chamber.  

The instrument has two fifty-eight-note manuals and a straight, concave twenty-seven noted pedal board.

The case displays sixteen bass pipes of the Great Open Diapason 8’ and several nonfunctional pipes.  The

organ contains fifteen ranks of pipes with seven in the Great organ, seven in the Swell organ, and one rank

in the Pedal organ.  An interesting feature in the Great organ is the inclusion of all the stops from the

Dulciana 8’ to the Fifteenth 2’ inside a swell enclosure.  The Open Diapason 8’ (Great) and the Bourdon

16’ (Pedal) are the only ranks, therefore, that remain unenclosed. Tonally, the organ is a fairly satisfactory

instrument.  The pipe organ is used for week-end liturgies 

of the Episcopal Church.

St. John United Church of Christ of Boalsburg,  purchased an instrument from Charles Dürner of

Quakertown, PA. in 1868.  The instrument was completely restored in 1971 by the Hartman and Beaty

Company of New Jersey.  The restoration included new key and coupler action in the console, a new

pedal board and swell shoe, and new tuning sliders on all metal flue pipes. The organ is centrally located

in the front of the second floor nave on a raised platform behind the altar.  The nave has moderately “live”

acoustics. There are two fifty-six-note manuals and a thirty-note concave, radiating pedal board in the

reversed console of the instrument.  Prior to the restoration the pedal board was twenty notes. The organ

has thirteen ranks of pipes with six in the Great organ, five ranks in the Swell organ, and two ranks in the

pedal organ.  Tonally, the organ is a very exciting instrument.  The Great Open Diapason 8’ is extremely

colorful and articulate and is very satisfying when played alone.  The Principal 4’ has a prominent “fifth”

overtone and is very colorful.  The Twelfth 2 2/3’ and Fifteenth 2’ are almost the same scale and bright 

as the Principal 4’.  A Bourdon 16’ rounds out the Great organ which is bright and contains a

moderate amount of chiff.  A Stopped Diapason 8’ is also part of the Great organ.  The

Swell organ contains two eight-foot flutes.  The Stopped Diapason 8’ is moderately soft

with mild articulation.  The Traverse Flute 8’ is metal and is more colorful.  The Flute

chorus is completed by a Flute 4’.  
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The reed on the Swell organ is a Vox Humane 8’.  In the Pedal organ is a Sub Bass16’

and a Violin Bass 8’.  The organ is in very good shape and played every Sunday for

services.

PIT AGO POSITIONS AVAILABLE   

(As of ) March 24, 2022

http://mtlebanonlutheran.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=73&Itemid=490


Upcoming Events

Sunday,  April 3, 2022,  3:00  p.m.  

Music in a Great Space, the concert series at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, welcome tenor Eric Rieger and 

pianist J.J. Penna in a recital of French music exploring the poetry and relationship of Verlaine and Rimbaud 

in a program featuring Gabriel Faure's La vonne chanson and Benjamin Britten's Les Illuminations. 

No Tickets are necessary to attend the concert: donations will be appreciated. 

For more information contact

www.shadysidepres.org

Phone 412-682-4300

Email: info@shadysidepres.org

Shadyside Presbyterian Church 5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232

Sunday, April 3, 2022,  4:00 p.m. 

37th Annual Sponsorship Concert: Faure’s Requiem, Cantique de Jean Racine and more. 

Fox Chapel Festival Chorus, Academy Chamber Orchestra, organist David Billings and conductor Guy Russo. 

Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church, 384 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh 15238.

Free admission. Reception.

Friday, April 8, 2022, 7:30  p.m. 

Organ Artists Series

Dr, Damin Spritzer

Saint Paul's Episcopal Church

1066 Washington Road 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15228-2061

Tickets available at the door (cash, check, or card).

General admission $12.

Student free with valid ID.
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Saturday, April 16, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 

YouTube

Organ/Piano Recital: "Hosanna to the King"

A virtual benefit concert for Geneva College by alumnus Michael R. Kearney '17

Filmed at First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, PA

You will be able to view the concert and make a donation to Geneva College at 

https://urcpsalmody.wordpress.com/geneva-college-benefit-concert/.

Substitutes

It is the policy of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Guild of Organists that only current members in good

standing may list their names on the Substitutes List. Employers may contact organists directly or ask the

coordinator for assistance. The AGO assumes no responsibility for the musicianship, reliability, or conduct of

substitute organists, and background checks are the responsibility of the employer.                                       

Persons listed as available substitutes may be required by employers to present clearances; e.g. Child Abuse 

History Clearance;  Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Checks for Employment; and/or Federal Bureau 

of Investigation

(FBI) Fingerprinting.

Services: W-Weddings, F-Funerals, E-Evenings, S-Saturdays, L-Liturgical Only, N-Non-Liturgical

Substitute Organists Available for Sunday Mornings

ALEY, PHILIP 412.302.8653 WFE 

ANDERSON, GERALD 412.251.6718 WFELNS

BROWN, JUDITH 240.522.5070 WFES

CAFARO, ROSS 412.885.1625 WFES 

CLEMENS, KEVIN M.  443.604.5072 WFELNS

EARNEST, Dr. WAYNE N. 724.206.8854 WFESLN

HILL, THOMAS 512.421.1484 WFES

JANKO, RAY 724.325.7449 WFES

JUSTHAM, MARY ANN 724.335.7792 WFES

KETTERING, REGINA 412.477.5547 WFES

KRANTZ, DOUGLAS 724.554.3314 WFS
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LA RUE, ELIZABETH SPC 412.999.4812 WFESLN

LINDSEY, III, C. DENNIS 918.409.6467 WFES

MASTERS, SARA 412.266.5821 WFES

MISLIN, DAVID W. 617.223.1270 WFES

PARK, HAEHYUN 734.657.0869 WFESLN

REILAND, MICHAEL 412.882.5521 WFESLN

ROEDERER, CHARLOTTE 412.853.6647 EFS

ROLLET, TONY 412.726.8569 ES

RUBRIGHT, SANDY S. 724.994.8872 WFE

SKROUPA, DANE 724.265.4840 FLN

STIPCAK, VALERIE 724.388.1038 WFES

SZEREMANY, RICHARD, AAGO 412.327.6254 WFES

WILL, NICHOLAS, AAGO 412.566.9597 WFES

Substitute Organists NOT Available for Sunday

Mornings

AIKINS, CANDICE 724.568.2640 WF

BRUHN, LYNN 724.733.8111 WFE

COCHRAN, NICOLE 724.799.1373 WFES

DANIELS, J.R. 412.389.6658 WF

HAMMER, MICHAEL 217.766.4230 WFES

HENRI, LAURA 412.418.7392 WFESL

KARDOS, MICHELLE 724.757.0972 WFELSN

MILLER, JANE 412.526.6618 WF

PINKERTON, RICHARD 412.561.2015 WFE

RASLEY, DON 724.487.7303(D) 724.283.4829(E) WFES

RIZZO, ELMIRA, CAGO 724.612.2029 WFES

SCHALL, STEPHEN 412.215.2971 WFE

SPENCER, GEORGE 412.731.3324 WFE

STROBEL, JOYCE MOON 412.366.0074 WFES

TYILLIAN, JON 724.456.5135 WFES V

ANDERLAAN, BRETT, SPC 301.919.1835 WFES

WALLACE, JUSTIN 412.531.0525 WFES
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