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FROM THE EDITOR
Regina Kettering, Editor (editor@pitago.org)

As we head into a new liturgical year, the
lights filled with promise remind us that
eventually, light will return. December and
January are the darkest months in
Pittsburgh, bringing the bitter cold. This is the
time of year to wrap up in blankets, coats,
and warm pets. (I’ve heard cats are very
good at keeping ones hands warm,
especially when trying to work at a
computer.) Dark and cold times are easier to
get through when you remember that light is
just a few short weeks away.
I am grateful for everyone who has pulled
together through the beginning of this
challenging 100th year. Technology has made
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transitions between the expected and the
unexpected significantly easier. Special
thanks goes out to Jon Tyillian, who was able
to quickly pivot to recording November’s
member’s recital on an extremely short
notice.
I would like to thank Barbara McKelway for
sending in letters from previous Deans of the
Chapter. I always find it interesting to see
where people ended up and what are they
doing now. We appreciate their well wishes
and thank them for their gifts of time and
talents.
CONTENTS

DEAN’S NOTES
by Chaz Bowers, Dean (dean@pitago.org)

Beauty through Simplicity
A Christmas Like No Other

There can be no doubt that this is going to be
a Christmas like no other. Many of us are
totally revamping our musical (and personal)
plans for Christmas to accommodate outdoor
services, livestream services, and some inperson services, each with its own varied
degree of singing, some with small quartets
or scholas, others with nothing; or, in the
most bleak of circumstances, a quiet
Christmas at home as a loss of work due to
Covid. In most of these instances, we are all
working harder to adapt to a constantly
changing situation. We may each be
impacted by Covid in different ways, and we
may look at the virus through different lenses,
but one thing remains certain, it is a
Christmas like no other.
While it would be easy to pass through this
season unappreciative by focusing on all of
those things that we missed out on this year,
I invite us to look deeper into the beauty of
simplicity of this Christmas. This year, the
beauty of the season will not come from the
packed churches on Christmas Eve, the
addition of large Brass or String ensembles
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to our services, or the Combined Choirs
filling the choir stalls. Instead, much like
when we were all quite young, the beauty of
this Christmas will come from the beauty of
silence, of appreciating the small moments of
beauty that we are given and, much like the
birth of the Christ, the joy we bring others in
their isolation. My favorite stanza of O Come,
All Ye Faithful, the fifth stanza, which is not
as often sung, sums this idea up perfectly.

Child, for us sinners

Poor and in the manger,

Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love;
Who would not love thee,
Loving us so dearly?

May the beauty of this holy season bring joy
to you and yours. Stay well and be safe.

Chaz Bowers
Dean
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CALLING ALL COMPOSERS
by Ken Danchik, Sub-dean (sub-dean@pitago.org )

Calling all organ composers: Our April
Chapter meeting will be a recital featuring
original organ compositions that you are
willing to share with our Chapter members.
This is not a competition, but rather a recital
of original works, 3 to 4 minutes in length,
tonally accessible, and based on original
themes or themes in the public domain.
Submitted works will be performed at our
April 26, 2021 meeting at Church of the
Assumption, Bellevue, on their recently

restored Cassavant Organ. Neil Stahurski will
be our host, and Ben Bates will be the
program MC.
We would also like to distribute a list of
published works by our own chapter
members.
Stay tuned for further details.
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LETTERS FROM FORMER DEANS
Former Deans’ letters to Pittsburgh Chapter
on its 100th Anniversary

Kenneth Axelson, Dean: 1972-74
My congratulations to the Pittsburgh Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists as you celebrate
100 years as a chapter.
I have many happy memories of our years in
Pittsburgh and in the Pittsburgh Chapter. I was
really young during that time – I was in my early
30s when I served as Dean! I very much
appreciated the confidence of the Chapter as I
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served. I learned many things from esteemed
colleagues during the years I served and
throughout our time in Pittsburgh/Mt. Lebanon. It
is hard to believe we left Pittsburgh in 1980 and
then were blessed to serve fulltime in Florida,
Texas and Georgia. Since retirement, with
requests to serve in interim positions, I have
“flunked” retirement 6 times! I think of the
wonderful colleagues in Pittsburgh, such as Bill
Wagner and Lil McGregor, who had such a
profound influence on me. I remember fondly the
wonderful fellowship and excellent learning
experiences we had at our monthly dinner
meetings. I recollect the joy of preparing to host
the Regional Convention in 1975. Please accept
my sincere thanks for all the Chapter did in
helping me to grow professionally, for the

wonderful friendships I made, and for the honor
of serving as an officer. I am forever grateful. I
know the chapter has many wonderful years in the
future! My sincere congratulations!
Gratefully,
Kenneth (Ken) Axelson

Lee Kohlenberg, Dean: 1978-80
Congratulations, Pittsburgh Chapter on your
100th anniversary. May you continue to build on
the past and develop and grow in the next 100
years!
I will always remember the chapter. As the first
chapter I was involved with, it was formative for
me as a church musician, a leader, and a person.
The 300+ membership and average of 90-100 at
the monthly dinner meetings was an important
time for the profession, the city and for the
members. Many of the leading church musicians
in the city were active members, but we
intermixed at meetings with all levels and ages,
giving growth to all. During my 10 years there I
was dean during the founding of the Organ Artists
Series, formed to promote the organ as a concert
instrument and allow us to have outstanding
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concert artists perform and also present master
classes. The monthly programs were many and
extremely varied, covering all aspects of church
musicianship and worship. I could go on! I
remember driving across the city for programs
using the red, green, yellow and orange belts
(before GPS) and being a part of compiling
directories and newsletters (before computers –
hand typed!)
I fondly remember a number of members, those
who moved on to prominence in other parts of the
country, especially Ken Axelson and John
Romeri, as well as the many who remained for
their careers in Pittsburgh. We all influenced each
other in significant ways. I left Pittsburgh in 1980
to go to the Cathedral of St. James in Chicago.
From there I went to South Carolina where I have
been in several churches in the Charleston area
and have retired. I retired in 2008 and have had
interims until last March. My wife, Elsie, and I
celebrated our 17th wedding anniversary in
August and have done a lot of traveling.

The Pittsburgh Chapter remains among my best
memories. Thank you for being a part of my life.
Again, enjoy your 100th anniversary celebrations!
Best wishes,
Lee Kohlenberg

EVENTS
If your events are being moved online, please contact us with the relevant information AND A LINK (or where a
link will be posted). In person events are subject to change, based on ongoing circumstances. Please contact
the point person or website for relevant information.

POSITIONS

Organist - Beverly Heights Presbyterian Church in Mt. Lebanon (Pittsburgh), PA, is seeking to hire a
part-time organist/accompanist for ministry leadership. Qualified candidates would have experience
playing traditional protestant service music, hymns and a repertoire of sacred and classical music.
Duties include playing for the traditional service on Sundays, accompanying the choir, attending
rehearsals on Thursday evenings and assisting the Director of Music and Senior Pastor in musical
aspects of services and events. Additional responsibilities include special services (Vespers,
Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, etc.), accompanying children’s choirs and directing a tone chime
choir. As this is a ministry leadership position, qualified candidates would submit a statement of faith
and affirm all EPC (Evangelical Presbyterian Church) Essentials and Ethical Affirmations for Leaders
prior to scheduling an interview. To inquire about the position, please contact Elissa Winkler, Director
of Music and send a resume to elissa@beverlyheights.org or 1207 Washington Road, Pittsburgh, PA,
15234.
Organist/Director – New Hope Lutheran Church in Economy Borough, Freedom, PA (Beaver County)
is seeking to hire a part-time Organist/Choir Director. If interested or for more information, send
résumé to newhopelutheranchurch@comcast.net or call 724-869-1187.
Organist - The United Presbyterian Church of New Kensington, is looking for a part-time organist to
play on Sunday mornings for a Traditional worship service. Also, additional worship services would
include, Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Christmas Eve. There are no choir duties involved
with this position. Interested candidates should email their resume to Pastoroffice@TUPCNK.org or
mail them to The United Presbyterian Church of New Kensington, 601 5th Avenue, New Kensington,
PA 15068
CONTENTS
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SUBSTITUTES
It is the policy of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Guild of Organists that only current members in good
standing may list their names on the Substitutes List. Employers may contact organists directly or ask the
coordinator for assistance. The AGO assumes no responsibility for the musicianship, reliability, or conduct of
substitute organists, and background checks are the responsibility of the employer. Persons listed as available
substitutes may be required by employers to present clearances; e.g. Child Abuse History Clearance;
Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Checks for Employment; and/or Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) Fingerprinting.
Services: W-Weddings, F-Funerals, E-Evenings, S-Saturdays, L-Liturgical Only, N-Non-Liturgical

Substitute Organists Available for Sunday

Substitute Organists NOT Available for Sunday

Mornings

Mornings

ALEY, PHILIP

412.302.8653

WFE

AIKINS, CANDICE

724.568.2640

WF

ANDERSON, GERALD

412.251.6718

WFELNS

BRUHN, LYNN

724.733.8111

WFE

BOHONOK, OREST

412.886.3291

WFES

COCHRAN, NICOLE

724.799.1373

WFES

BROWN, JUDITH

240.522.5070

WFES

DANIELS, J.R.

412.389.6658

WF

CAFARO, ROSS

412.885.1625

WFES

HAMMER, MICHAEL

217.766.4230

WFES

EARNEST, Dr. WAYNE N.

724.206.8854

WFESLN

HENRI, LAURA

412.418.7392

WFESL

HILL, THOMAS

512.421.1484

WFES

KARDOS, MICHELLE

724.757.0972

WFELSN

JANKO, RAY

724.325.7449

WFES

MCGRATH, ROSE

937.719.2391

WF

JUSTHAM, MARY ANN

724.335.7792

WFES

MILLER, JANE

412.526.6618

WF

JESTER, BILL

412.304.7010

ES

PINKERTON, RICHARD

412.561.2015

WFE

KETTERING, REGINA

412.477.5547

WFES

RASLEY, DON

WFES

KRANTZ, DOUGLAS

724.554.3314

WFS

724.487.7303(D)
724.283.4829(E)

LA RUE, ELIZABETH SPC

412.999.4812

WFESLN

REILAND, MICHAEL

412.882.5521

WFE

LINDSEY, III, C. DENNIS

918.409.6467

WFES

RIZZO, ELMIRA, CAGO

724.612.2029

WFES

MASTERS, SARA

412.266.5821

WFES

SCHALL, STEPHEN

412.215.2971

WFE

MISLIN, DAVID W.

617.223.1270

WFES

SPENCER, GEORGE

412.731.3324

WFE

PARK, HAEHYUN

734.657.0869

WFESLN

STROBEL, JOYCE MOON

412.366.0074

WFES

ROEDERER, CHARLOTTE

42.853.6647

WFES

TYILLIAN, JON

724.456.5135

WFES

ROLLET, TONY

412.726.8569

ES

WALLACE, JUSTIN

412.531.0525

WFES

RUBRIGHT, SANDY S.

724.994.8872

WFE

SKROUPA, DANE

724.265.4840

FLN

STIPCAK, VALERIE

724.388.1038

WFES

SZEREMANY, RICHARD,
AAGO

412.327.6254

WFES

WILL, NICHOLAS. AAGO

412.566.9597

WFES
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American Guild of Organists, Pittsburgh Chapter
c/o East Liberty Presbyterian Church
116 Highland Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

PLEASE notify the registrar of changes in contact information.
IF YOU NEED TO PAY YOUR DUES---PLEASE DON’T DELAY! Contact WWW.AGOHQ.ORG
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