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DEAN’S NOTES
Chaz Bowers (dean@pitago.org)

Did you enjoy the March “radio” meeting? I surely
did! Our sincerest thanks goes out to Jim 
Cunningham and WQED Radio, sponsored by 
the Pittsburgh Foundation, for showcasing our 
Pittsburgh Chapter in its 100th year. What a treat 
it was to hear recordings both new and old of 
some of Pittsburgh’s most iconic instruments. It 
was a real treat for me to hear Jean Langlais play
at St. Bernard’s in 1963, only two years after the 
completion of the instrument. Wow! Our collective
thanks goes out to our Sub Dean, Ken Danchik, 
for compiling the recordings for this program, to 
those who assisted him in that effort, and to 
those, living and deceased, who honored our 
chapter with their beautiful playing. 

The April meeting will be the first meeting in over 
a year that will be in person. Please see Ken’s 
article for more details. A year ago, our lives 
totally changed. I remember thinking we may 
miss one or possibly two meetings. Who knew it 
could be a year? But now, as more and more 
receive their vaccinations, we begin to see a light
at the end of the tunnel. More churches are 

gathering in person and others are beginning to 
discuss their reopening. Likewise, we are excited 
to see you soon. Our April host, Dr. Neil 
Starhurski and the Church of the Assumption 
offers a large nave for us to gather in. We will 
need to wear masks and be socially distanced for
the safety of all and to honor the wishes of our 
host. If you are comfortable joining us in person, 
we would love to see you there! Imagine how 
good it will be to hear live organ music at a guild 
event. I can’t wait! If you are not comfortable at 
this time, please tune in online and know that you
are in our thoughts. We look forward to the day, 
soon, when we can come together at a guild 
event. 

Finally, chapter elections are coming up. Ballots 
will be solely completed through email in May to 
allow a greater participation and to not disclude 
our members who are unable to participate due 
to the continued threat of Covid-19. Thank you for
your support of the chapter election process! 
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APRIL – CHAPTER COMPOSERS
by Ken Danchik, Sub-dean (sub-dean@pitago.org )

April 26, 2021, 8:00 PM
Church of the Assumption

45 North Sprague Street, Bellevue
Pittsburgh, PA 15202

Calling all chapter composers: we would love to 
hear your own special organ compositions at our 
next meeting.  On Monday, April 26th, we will 
gather at Church of the Assumption in Bellevue 
for our first in-person meeting since last March. 
Neil Stahurski will be our host as we listen to 
original organ music played on the church’s 
recently restored Casavant Organ. Join us in-
person or on our chapter Youtube channel.

Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on the Beautiful River is a beautiful, large 
Romanesque building with plenty of space for 
appropriate distancing. Masking is required to 
enter the church. Free parking is available across
the street in the public parking lot, and on 
adjacent streets.

This is not a competition, but rather an 
opportunity for chapter members to share an 

original work with our Pittsburgh members as we 
continue to celebrate our centennial year.

Compositions should be 3 to 4 minutes in length, 
tonally and musically accessible, based on 
original tunes or tunes in the public domain. 
Compositions will be shared with our membership
via links on our Facebook page, and will be 
performed by someone (other than the 
composer) from our chapter.

Ben Cornelius-Bates will be the master of 
ceremonies and is facilitating the program. 
Please send two pdf files to Ben at 
drericfritz@gmail.com: one listing your name as 
composer (for publication), and one omitting your
name (for the performer). Contact Ben if you are 
willing to perform someone’s composition 
(without knowing the composer).

Any questions? Contact Ben or Ken Danchik 
(sub-dean@pitago.org).

Hope to see you ‘in-person’ or ‘virtually’ on April 
26th!

CONTENTS

CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHIES

CANDIDATE FOR DEAN  (running unopposed):
 Kenneth Danchik Kenneth Danchik, MM, FAGO, now serves as 
Chapter Sub-Dean,and is honored to be the future Dean.  In this past 
Covid year, he has endeavored to keep our Chapter together albeit 
‘virtually’ and honor the 100th anniversary of our founding.  Ken serves 
as associate organist at St. Paul Cathedral, and on the performance 
faculty of the University of Pittsburgh.  He is active as a teacher, recitalist 
and composer.  
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CANDIDATES FOR SUB-DEAN:
  Christine Clewell Christine Clewell is assistant professor of Organ and Keyboard at Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania (IUP) where she teaches these courses: applied organ, 
applied piano, applied harpsichord,  and applied keyboard and theory skills classes, 
and class piano. Complementing her faculty responsibilities, Dr. Clewell  is the 
Director of Music and Parish Organist at Zion Lutheran Church, Indiana, PA. She has 
been awarded degrees from Susquehanna University, the Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania (IUP), and the University of Michigan, where she earned her doctorate 
in sacred and liturgical studies as a recipient of a Rackham Minority Fellowship. Her 
organ studies were under the tutelage of Susan Hegberg, Marilyn Mason, Grace 
Mealey, and Carol Teti.  Christine Clewell is a member of three AGO chapters--
Pittsburgh, Indiana, Pennsylavania (IAGO), and the Lehigh Valley (LVAGO), her 
hometown chapter. Dr. Clewell has also enjoyed membership and active participation

in these chapters throughout her education:  Ann Arbor (MI), Bangor and Portland (ME); and Reading 
(PA). She has been honored to teach master classes and present programs for AGO chapters 
throughout the Mid-Atlantic Region, along with the Monongahela Valley (WV) and Portland (ME) 
regions. 

 Frank Kurtik
Frank Kurtik serves as a docent / Event Co-ordinator on the staff of Heinz 
Memorial Chapel at the University of Pittsburgh. Over the past five years, 
he has become familiar to all of you by representing the organ program at 
the Chapel, featuring the Reuter Opus 2176.  This is his second time 
around at Pitt, having been the first photo curator for the University’s 
Archives and Special Collections division of the library system after 
receiving an M.A. in history from Duquesne University.  Before his return to 
Pitt, he was Archivist and Special Projects Manage for the Heinz Family 

Foundation in Washington, D.C.  As many of those who read his Facebook posts know, he has a 
broad interest in the history of Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania.  

CANDIDATES FOR SECRETARY:
Judith Erlen
Judith Erlen is currently the organist/pianist and choir director at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Etna, 
PA.  She has held that position for over 25 years.  She has been a member, although not very active 
of the AGO during that time.  She is also a member of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  
Now that she is retired from her fulltime position at the University of Pittsburgh,  she is able to become 
more active in the Pittsburgh Chapter of the AGO and is willing to serve as its secretary should she be 
elected to that position.

  Jane Miller
Jane Miller has been a member of the Pittsburgh AGO for ten years and the
Harrisburg AGO for twelve years.  She studied organ with Dr. Carol Teti at
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Valentin Radu and Preston Showman.  She
has been organist and choir director at several churches in the Pittsburgh area,
most recently at Natrona Heights Presbyterian Church.  She is currently a
substitute organist and teaches private piano lessons.
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CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER:
  Suzanne Gilliland
Suzanne (“Suzie”) Gilliland is currently running for the position of Treasurer. 
She has been the past Registrar for the Pittsburgh Chapter AGO as well as
serving on the Programming Committee and taking reservations at meals.
She is a Registered Nurse and Certified Case Manager and holds a BSN
from West Virginia Wesleyan College.  Suzie has studied voice and piano
and was raised with organ music all of her life.  She is also an Ambassador
and Docent at the Sen. John Heinz History Museum, as well as working in
the Library and archives (she has worked a lot with our Chapter records).
She volunteers at The Shepherd’s Door in Bellevue, where she resides.  She appreciates the 
opportunity to run for this office, having assisted her father Dale Gilliland, past Treasurer.

 James Burns
James (Jim) Burns has been an active participant in Pittsburgh’s musical 
community for the past 30 years, performing with such groups as The Opera 
Theater of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Ballet Theater, and The Mendelssohn Choir.  As 
a pianist for the Civic Light Opera since 1993, he has performed in nearly 100 
musical theater productions.  He has had the pleasure of bringing music to young 
students through his work with educational outreach programs for Gateway to 
Music and Pittsburgh Opera.  Presently the Organist at Westminster Presbyterian
Church and Temple Emanuel, he has served as organist at John McMillan 
Presbyterian Church in Bethel Park, and Northminster Presbyterian Church in 
Bellevue.  He holds piano performance degrees from Oberlin Conservatory of 

Music and The Julliard School, as well as a Masters degree in Sacred Music from Duquesne 
University.  

CANDIDATES FOR REGISTRAR:
  Jeffrey H. Gray
Jeff has been a member of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the AGO since
1976.  He has served as a member of the Executive Committee – twice
– and as a past editor of the Chapter newsletter.  He was on the
Convention Committee for our 1987 Regional Convention, where was
responsible for production of the Program Book.  He also worked with
our 2015 Convention, serving as bus host and editor of the convention’s
daily newsletter.  He began his church music career by serving as
Organist/Director at Shields Presbyterian Church from 1979 – 1981,
when he became Organist/Director of Music and Liturgy at Saint John
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Carnegie, a position he holds to this
day.  Jeff has been married to his wife Carolyn since October 1982, and
has two grown sons.  For 38 years, Jeff was a print production manager
in the advertising field, at Ketchum MacLeod and Grove and at Larson O’Brien Marketing Group, 
where he became a partner in the firm.  He retired from advertising in 2014.  When he is away from 
music, Jeff is an avid golfer and loves to cook.

  Jon Tyillian
Jon Tyillian is a graduate of Duquesne University’s Sacred Music Program.  He has held positions as 
the Associate Director of Music at East Liberty Presbyterian Church (Pittsburgh), as Assistant Organist
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Morristown, NJ, as Organist at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 
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Perth Amboy, NJ, and as accompanist for the Forest Hills Choir of NYC.  Jon is currently the Assistant 
Organist at Calvary Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh.  He has performed with many musical 
organizations including the Renaissance City Choirs (Pittsburgh), the Astoria Choir and Symphony 
Orchestra, St. George’s Choral Society (NYC), the Baldwin Festival Chorus, the Choral Art Society of 
New Jersey.  He has also accompanied master classes for several conductors of note, including 
Robert Page, Anton Armstrong, and André Thomas.  In addition to performing and accompanying, Jon 
works as an organ builder with local firm Luley Organ Company.

CANDIDATES FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   -  VOTE FOR FOUR (4):
  Ryan Croyle
Ryan Croyle is a native of Northeast Ohio and came to Pittsburgh in 2015 after 
graduating from Kent State University with Master’s degrees in Architecture and 
Business.  He works primarily as an architect, but keeps music an important part 
of life, serving as Minister of Music at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh 
since 2015.  He has also served as Webmaster for the Pittsburgh AGO Chapter 
since 2015 and became involved with the POA in 2018, leading the used music 
sales at our monthly meetings.  Outside of the church music world, Ryan enjoys 
spending time with his wife and daughter as well as gardening and tackling and 
endless list of home improvement projects.

  Eugene Forish
“Music gives people a glimpse of the beauty of heaven” (Pope Francis).  Eugene Forish is blessed to 

be a musician and is full of zeal about sharing that beauty with students, 
choir members, congregations, and community.  Currently he is the Director 
of Liturgy and Music with Spiritan Campus Ministry at the Chapel of the Holy 
Spirit at Duquesne University, where he enjoys a warm and engaging 
working relationship with Dr. Ann Labounsky.  A Pittsburgh native, he was 
mentored by Edgar Highberger before studies at Westminster Choir College.
After living for 18 years in New Jersey and New York City, he returned home 
to “Steeler Country”.  He earned degrees in Sacred Music, Music Education, 
Business and Pastoral Ministry/Theology.  He has held pastoral music and 
liturgical positions at parish and diocesan offices, served religious 

communities, taught music all levels, encouraged health and wellness through music therapy, and 
worked in management positions at Fortune 500 companies.  He has been active in AGO, NPM, 
ACDA, NALM, FDLC, school boards, and local community business initiatives.  His passion is music 
and he dedicates his life to making our world a better place through music. 

  Ellen Gross
Ellen Gross works throughout the Pittsburgh area primarily as a music 
therapist, having earned her undergraduate and graduate degrees at Slippery
Rock University and Temple University, with a Master’s degree in Music 
Therapy.  She provides music therapy at Heartland Hospice and numerous 
other local organizations, including supervision of undergraduate music 
therapy students at Duquesne University through a practicum at St. Anthony’s
Post-Secondary Program.  In 2017, Ellen earned a Service Playing Certificate
from the American Guild of Organists.  She regularly provides music for 

worship at Springdale United Presbyterian Church and St. Fidelis Parish.  
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  Robert Kardasz Robert Kardasz, MM, FAGO has been Director of Music
Ministries for St. Mary of the Assumption Parish, Glenshaw, since 2002.  He teaches
privately and has worked with the Pittsburgh Organ Academy for several years.  He
resides in Allison Park with this wife Amanda and daughter Maura.  Outside the
realms of church music, he and his brother play numerous Summer engagements
(except in 2020!) with local oldies band “Kardaz”.  These include a yearly summer
concert at the Oaks Theater in Oakmont. 

Alice Grier Lee
Alice Grier Lee, Ph.D. is a Professor of Biology at Washington & Jefferson 
College and the Organist at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Canonsburg, 
PA.  She has served as a full-time faculty member at W&J for more than 30 
years, founding molecular biology and biochemistry programs, and serving 
as Chair of Biology for six years, Program Director of Biochemistry for 5 
years, as Program Director for three major program grants from the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute for 15 years, and on the Pre-Health Professions 
Committee for 27 years. Alice began studying piano at age seven, and sang 
in Episcopal church choirs.  She has continue to play the piano and sing 
throughout life. Her children are professional string players, and she 
accompanied them until they went to Eastman.  She began organ lessons in 

college;  recently she studied with Dr. Douglas Starr and in a one-week AGO-POE+ workshop. Since 
January 2019, Alice has served as Organist at St. Thomas, and sings alto in the St. Paul’s Chancel 
Choir when not at St. Thomas.  She believes that there are many like her who have professional 
careers outside the music world, but who with help and encouragement could gain the confidence and
skills at the organ to help fill some of the available positions in the region.

  Alan Lewis
Alan Lewis has been the Director of Music and Organist at Calvary
Episcopal Church in Shadyside since 1997.  There he oversees what he
hopes will someday soon once again be an active program of liturgical
and concert offerings.  Alan served on the Chapter’s Executive Committee
in 2008 – 2011, and as the Chapter’s Sub-Dean and Dean in 2011 –
2015, and is a long-time member of the Organ Artists Series Committee.
He was the national Vice-President, President, and Past-President of the
Association of Anglican Musicians (AAM), in 2012 – 2016.  He has written
frequently for the AAM Journal, for which he was the long-time Choral
Music Reviewer;  he is about to begin serving as the Book Reviewer of

that Journal.  He composes voluminously for his choir, with a handful of these 
pieces published by Selah Publications and St. James Music Press.

  Elmira Rizzo
Elmira Rizzo, CAGO, SPC, has served as organist in several churches in the 
Pittsburgh area for more than fifty years.  She has been delighted to share her 
musical talents and love of music during this time.  Her experience and positive 
qualities were an asset to the churches where she worked.  She had the 
opportunity to collaborate with church staff, choir members and congregations 
during her time as organist.
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SUBSTITUTES
It is the policy of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Guild of Organists that only current members in good 
standing may list their names on the Substitutes List. Employers may contact organists directly or ask the 
coordinator for assistance. The AGO assumes no responsibility for the musicianship, reliability, or conduct of 
substitute organists, and background checks are the responsibility of the employer. Persons listed as available 
substitutes may be required by employers to present clearances; e.g. Child Abuse History Clearance; 
Pennsylvania State Police Criminal Record Checks for Employment; and/or Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Fingerprinting.

Services: W-Weddings, F-Funerals, E-Evenings, S-Saturdays, L-Liturgical Only, N-Non-Liturgical

Substitute Organists Available for Sunday
Mornings

ALEY, PHILIP 412.302.8653 WFE

ANDERSON, GERALD 412.251.6718 WFELNS

BOHONOK, OREST 412.886.3291 WFES

BROWN, JUDITH 240.522.5070 WFES

CAFARO, ROSS 412.885.1625 WFES

EARNEST, Dr. WAYNE N. 724.206.8854 WFESLN

HILL, THOMAS 512.421.1484 WFES

JANKO, RAY 724.325.7449 WFES

JUSTHAM, MARY ANN 724.335.7792 WFES

JESTER, BILL 412.304.7010 ES

KRANTZ, DOUGLAS 724.554.3314 WFS

LA RUE, ELIZABETH SPC 412.999.4812 WFESLN

LINDSEY, III, C. DENNIS 918.409.6467 WFES

MASTERS, SARA 412.266.5821 WFES

MISLIN, DAVID W. 617.223.1270 WFES

PARK, HAEHYUN 734.657.0869 WFESLN

ROEDERER, CHARLOTTE 42.853.6647 WFES

ROLLET, TONY 412.726.8569 ES

RUBRIGHT, SANDY S. 724.994.8872 WFE

SKROUPA, DANE 724.265.4840 FLN

STIPCAK, VALERIE 724.388.1038 WFES

SZEREMANY, RICHARD, 
AAGO

412.327.6254 WFES

WILL, NICHOLAS. AAGO 412.566.9597 WFES

Substitute Organists NOT Available for
Sunday Mornings

AIKINS, CANDICE 724.568.2640 WF

BRUHN, LYNN 724.733.8111 WFE

COCHRAN, NICOLE 724.799.1373 WFES

DANIELS, J.R. 412.389.6658 WF

HAMMER, MICHAEL 217.766.4230 WFES

HENRI, LAURA 412.418.7392 WFESL

KARDOS, MICHELLE 724.757.0972 WFELSN

MCGRATH, ROSE 937.719.2391 WF

MILLER, JANE 412.526.6618 WF

PINKERTON, RICHARD 412.561.2015 WFE

RASLEY, DON 724.487.7303(
D)

724.283.4829(
E)

WFES

REILAND, MICHAEL 412.882.5521 WFE

RIZZO, ELMIRA, CAGO 724.612.2029 WFES

SCHALL, STEPHEN 412.215.2971 WFE

SPENCER, GEORGE 412.731.3324 WFE

STROBEL, JOYCE MOON 412.366.0074 WFES

TYILLIAN, JON 724.456.5135 WFES

WALLACE, JUSTIN 412.531.0525 WFES
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