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by Douglas Starr, Dean (dean@pitago.org)

Details of the forthcoming
Distinguished Artist Recital and Gala
Reception honoring our friend John
Walker are now posted on the AGO
national website. Pittsburgh is indeed
fortunate to be the site of this wonderful event and John’s recital
will be a shining gem adorning the 40th year anniversary of the
Organ Artist Series. Certainly his recital at Shadyside Presbyterian
Church will be Homecoming! When you visit the above web
address, be certain to click further in order to purchase your gala
reception tickets. I encourage you to fund the purchase of a
colleague’s ticket. The event will have an international audience so
please consider purchasing a level of sponsorship, display
advertising and/or a note of congratulations. Proceeds benefit the
AGO Endowment Fund. I wish to thank Linda Everhart and her
committee for encouraging our full participation. It will both fun and
a loving reunion!

www.pitago.org

Doug Starr
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JOHN WALKER AT DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY
by Ann Labounsky, FAGO, Ch.M.

John Walker joined me to teach at Duquesne from 1995-2006 during the period of our greatest
enrollment in the Sacred Music program. The first year of his time with us, John was already teaching
at Westminster College in New Wilmington when
Doug Starr was Chair of the Music Department there.
David Craighead, Ron Doiron, and Philip Pfatteicher
were also teaching with us at Duquesne. We decided
that David, John and I would share the teaching
duties at Westminster teaching every third week. It
was an exciting adventure but probably confusing for
the undergraduate students. David Craighead had
already been teaching at Duquesne during the
summer months and continued to teach for us each
month.

John was a wonderful colleague. He poured all his skills into helping the students and they
responded warmly to his teaching. Working together was gratifying for all of us. A number of Asian
students attended during those years and John’s connections with Taiwan brought Chwen-Huei Tsai
and Melody Chen to study with him at Duquesne. Melody went on to establish a thriving organ
department in Taisan. Jeff Alban and Adam Brakel also studied with John during these years. When I
had a sabbathical leave during the fall of
2003, John did all the teaching and I left
knowing that all would be handled
professionally. He played a number of
recitals in the chapel including Bach’s
variations on Von Himmel Hoch which he
recorded for the Christmas at Shadyside
CD. One of the memorable events that
occurred during his time with us was the
dedication of the Paul Manz organ in room
107. John Walker is on the right along with
many other students and faculty.
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FEBRUARY MEETING – MARTIN BAKER
by Chaz Bowers, Sub-Dean (sub-dean@pitago.org)

Westminster Cathedral: the Organist’s Viewpoint
A presentation by Martin Baker
Monday, February 25, 2019
Hors d'oeuvres at 6:00 P.M.
Dinner at 6:30 P.M.
First Presbyterian Church
320 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Distinguished Choral Conductor and Concert Organist, Martin Baker is Master of Music at
Westminster Cathedral in London UK where he directs the Cathedral’s world-famous choir of men
and boys and leads the music program there. As an organ soloist he won first prize in the
Improvisation Competition at the St Albans International Organ Festival in 1997, and he performs solo
recitals regularly throughout the UK as well as in Europe, the USA, and Russia. He is known
particularly for his skill in organ improvisation. Join us for the February meeting as he discusses his
unique viewpoint at the console for some of England’s best liturgical and musical events.
The hors d'oeuvres are generously provided by Ryan Croyle and the First Presbyterian Church
Music Ministry. Due to popular demand following the October meeting at St. Paul Cathedral, the
February meeting will be catered by Bistro to go!
Mr. Baker will present a recital at Calvary Episcopal Church on Sunday, February 24, 2019 at
3:00 P.M.

IN MEMORIAM – MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN
With great sorrow we write to inform you that Michael O’Sullivan, husband of Alan Lewis, died last
Friday, January 11th, 2019 from complications of a cerebral hemorrhage. He was 55 years old. Alan
and Michael shared a partnership of over 23 years and have a son, Adrian. Donations and memorial
contributions may be made to Calvary’s Friends of Music.
Alan and Adrian have been well cared for and are grateful for the outpouring of prayer, love, and
support. Please continue to keep Michael, Alan, Adrian, and their family in your prayers.
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OAS – CELEBRATING 40 YEARS
By Ed Moore, director (director@oas.org
Please join us for the third concert of our 40th anniversary season on Sunday, February 24, 3:00
p.m., with Martin Baker at Calvary Episcopal Church.
Distinguished Choral Conductor and Concert Organist, Martin Baker is Master of Music at
Westminster Cathedral in London UK where he directs the Cathedral’s world-famous choir of men
and boys and leads the music program there. As an organ soloist he won first prize in the
Improvisation Competition at the St Albans International Organ Festival in 1997, and he performs solo
recitals regularly throughout the UK as well as in Europe, the USA, and Russia. He is known
particularly for his skill in organ improvisation. His concert on February 24 will conclude with an
improvisation.
The concert will feature a special 30th anniversary performance of Rubrics by Dan Locklair.
Rubrics was commissioned by the Organ Artists Series for its 10th anniversary and it was premiered
by Mary Preston at Calvary Episcopal Church on April 16, 1989. Dan Locklair will be in attendance at
the concert on February 24.
Individual tickets are $12 and students are FREE!
Do you play Rubrics? If so, you might consider programming some of the suite as part of your organ
voluntaries this spring in honor of the 30th anniversary of the piece and the 40th anniversary of the
series.
Exultate: A Liturgical Suite for Organ was premiered by Nathan Laube on October 7, 2018 at East
Liberty Presbyterian Church. It was commissioned by OAS in honor of the 40th anniversary season
and was published by Selah Publishing Co. More information on the piece can be found on the Selah
website: http://www.selahpub.com/OrganKeyboard/OrganTitles/160-683-Exultate.html

NEW YEAR, NEW SKILLS, NEW YOU
It's a new year! It's never too late to learn new skills, improve technique, and gain confidence in our art. The
American Guild of Organists offers opportunities to grow as musicians. Exams, study groups, skill-building
advice are all available for us to utilize!
Consider an exam this year. Preparing for and taking Service Playing, Colleague, Associate, Fellow, and
Choir Master exams enable us to be better organists and well-rounded musicians. Check the July issue of The
American Organist or go online (agohq.org certification) for repertoire, exam dates, study assistance. Challenge
yourself! You can do this! And you will be glad you embarked on the adventure of learning and growing.
Sr. Cynthia Pock, AAGO
Education Coordinator
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ELECTION CANDIDATES
Below please find the slate of candidates developed by the chapter’s 2018 – 2019 Nominating Committee and
approved by the chapter’s Executive Board at its meeting on January 21, 2019. The candidates will be
introduced at the February 2019 chapter meeting. Voting will take place via snail mail in March 2019, as well as
in person at the chapter meeting 25, 2019. Members of the Nominating Committee are Ryan Croyle, Suzanne
Gilliland, C. Will Goff, Mark Nurnberger, and chair R. Craig Dobbins.

DEAN
Chaz Bowers serves as Director of Music at St. Bernard Parish in Mount Lebanon as well
as Adjunct Professor of Organ/Sacred Music and University Organist at Seton Hill
University in Greensburg. He is currently the sub-dean of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists and the faculty liaison for the Seton Hill University
(Westmoreland County) Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. As Dean, Chaz hopes
that the chapter will come to embrace the National AGO's recently released strategic plan
and work on recruiting new members, reconnecting with ones who have fallen away, and
retraining our long time colleagues.
SUBDEAN
Kenneth Danchik FAGO, MM, Associate Organist at St. Paul Cathedral, has over 45
years of experience as a Catholic church musician. He has served Pittsburgh AGO as a
member of the Executive Committee, Convention Committee, and meeting host. A
founding member of the Pittsburgh NPM, he serves in various educational, liturgical and
mentoring roles, including with the Diocesan Wedding and Professional Concerns
committees. His compositions and arrangements for handbells and for organ and brass
are published by GIA and by Fred Bock. He looks forward to playing a solo organ recital
at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris on September 21st.
SECRETARY
CYNTHIA POCK, AAGO Sr. Cynthia Pock has served First Lutheran Church, downtown
Pittsburgh as Cantor (Organist /Choirmaster) for 24 years. She holds undergraduate and
graduate degrees in Music Education and Organ from Carnegie Mellon University. She has
held various positions in the Pittsburgh Chapter AGO, including Sub-Dean, Dean, and
currently Secretary and Education Coordinator. She is a Novice in the Order of Lutheran
Franciscans. Sr. Cynthia teaches piano students of all levels in her Mt. Lebanon home,
which she shares with retired racing greyhounds and an assortment of rescued felines.
Joseph Tuttle is a native of Pearl River, New York. His musical education began at age 4 with
piano, and violin a year later. At 15 he began studies in organ under Dr. Stephen Hamilton in
New York City. Tuttle relocated to Pittsburgh in 2006 to study under Dr. Ann Labounsky at
Duquesne University, earning his Bachelor of Art degree in Organ and Sacred Music in 2010,
and his Master of Music degree in Organ Performance with a focus in Improvisation in 2014. He
earned his Colleague certificate from the American Guild of Organists in 2010. In addition, he
served on the governing board of the Duquesne University chapter of the American Guild of
Organists from 2007 to 2011. Since 2014 he has served as Director of Music and Organist at St.
John’s Lutheran Church of Highland in McCandless, and is Vice-President of Luley & Associates
pipe organ company in Pittsburgh.
Page 5 of 12

Pipelines February 2019

TREASURER

Aaron Sproul is the Associate Director of Music at St. Berbard Parish in Mt. Lebanon. He
completed a Bachelor’s Degree in Sacred Music and Organ from Duquesne University,
where he studied with Dr. Ann Labounsky. He also hold the Colleague certification from the
AGO. Prior to serving as treasurer of the Pittsburgh Chapter, Aaron was treasurer for the
Duquesne Chapter of the AGO. Additionally, Aaron manages the finances of the Music at St.
Bernard concert series and is a board member for the Lee Hohman Organ Concert Fund.
When he is not playing organ, Aaron dabbles in real estate both as an investor and as a
landlord.

J. Thomas Taylor (Tom) is a graduate of Duquesne University and currently serves as
Director of Music and Worship Ministries at St. Paul’s UMC in Allison Park. He also serves as
National Event Manager for the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts.
As a member of the Pittsburgh Chapter of AGO, Tom has served as Hospitality Chair,
Registrar, Sub-Dean, and Dean and currently is an at-large member of the Executive
Committee.

REGISTRAR
Kathy Csellar is married, and has two grown children and 4 grandchildren. She lives in
Gibsonia. She has a B.S. in Education from Univ. of Pittsburgh, CAGO earned 2013.
Retired choir director, organist; 15 years for St. Thomas in the Fields Anglican and 12 for
Cross Roads Presbyterian. Dressmaking and alterations are my activities now.

James M Stark My interest in the organ is as a listener, an historian and a preservationist. I have been active
in the Organ Historical Society serving as Treasurer, Co-Chair of the 2010 Convention and I have contributed
several articles to The Tracker, the OHS journal. I am retired from the financial services industry and live in
Shadyside
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Harry W Campbell: Graduated from Duquesne University MSM summa cum laude. He
worked at Cross Roads PCUSA Church 25 years - organist, director of adult choir, bell
choir, instrumental ensembles and organ concert series: oversaw construction and
installation of 25 rank Fischer pipe organ. At Bakerstown EPC Church he was organist
and researched and oversaw installation of 82 rank Walker organ. He was music
director and organist at Plum Creek PCUSA Church and enhanced existing organ with
additional digital stops. Accounting management— USS Corporation. He volunteered at
LAS ST John’s altzheimer’s unit for 5 years — piano. He currently volunteers at St
Barnabus Woodlands assisted living unit for 8 years —piano.
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WAYNE EARNEST: Holding BM, MM, and DMA degrees, supplemented by numerous conventions, seminars,
and workshops, Dr. Wayne Earnest has been both a college music professor and a church
musician for many years in nine different denominations in WV, MI, OH, SC, VA, FL and PA.
A recitalist in America, Germany, and Ukraine, he has also written and published many
articles on music ministry and the organist shortage/surplus; in January 1996, he presented
a paper on the contemporary/traditional church music issue for the World Church Music
Symposium held in London, Cambridge, and Oxford. Now semi-retired, he is doing
substitute and interim work. He is beginning a position as adjunct professor of organ studies
and church music at West Liberty University with a special emphasis on training organists
for the smaller, part-time positions. In the late 1980s and early 1990s, he served as
president of the Association of Lutheran Musicians of South Carolina (which pre-dated the national ALCM) and
was the chair of Professional Concerns Committee of the Columbia (SC) AGO.
Michael Hammer: A couple of years ago, my wife and I moved to Pittsburgh so she
could be a resident at UPMC. I had spent a portion of our decade in Illinois learning to
be a better organist and it is a good thing I did because this area is rich in organs and
organists. Previous to that I earned degrees in piano performance from the Cleveland
Institute of Music (BMA) and Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins Institute
(MM, DMA). Having played recitals and concerts around the world as soloist and
accompanist as a pianist, I am privileged to enter the world of the organ literature and
learn about this fabulous instrument. I hope to be able to share this passion for the
organ with the outside world as well as continuing to support the good things going on in this very active
chapter of the AGO.
Kelly Nan holds the position of Music Director at St. Stephen’s Church in Sewickley where
she is director of the chancel choir, bell choir, and sign language choir. She is also creator
and member of the church’s resident southern gospel band - "The Gloryland Band". She
holds a Bachelor of Music degree from Oberlin College Conservatory in piano performance
and a Master of Music degree from Duquesne University where she studied piano, organ and
voice. Kelly has been privileged to study organ with Ms. Cynthia Pock, Dr. Ann Labounsky
and Mr. Craig Dobbins. As an AGO member for over a decade Kelly would be honored to
serve on the executive committee.
Jon Tyillian is a graduate of Duquesne University’s Sacred Music Program. He has
held positions as the Associate Director of Music at East Liberty Presbyterian Church
(Pittsburgh), as Assistant Organist at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Morristown, NJ, as
Organist at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Perth Amboy, NJ, and as accompanist for
The Forest Hills Choir of NYC. Jon is currently the Assistant Organist at Calvary
Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh, PA. He has performed with many musical organizations
including The Renaissance City Choirs (Pittsburgh), The Astoria Choir and Symphony
Orchestra, St. George’s Choral Society, The Baldwin Festival Chorus, The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey. He has also accompanied master classes for several conductors
of note, including Robert Page, Anton Armstrong, and Andre Thomas. In addition to
performing and accompanying, Jon works as an organ builder with local firm Luley & Associates, and also
serves as the Substitutes and Placement Coordinator for the Pittsburgh Chapter is the American Guild of
Organists.
(Continued on next page)
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Justin Weilnau is a native of Allentown, Pennsylvania, and moved to Pittsburgh in 2014 to
pursue a Ph.D. in pharmacology at Duquesne University. Justin decided to leave the
program with an M.S. so that he could pursue music. He now serves as the Director of Music
& Education Ministries at Glenshaw Presbyterian Church. He is also finishing his M.M. in
Performance at Duquesne University under the tutelage of Dr. Ann Labounsky. Prior to
Duquesne, Justin attended Lebanon Valley College, where he studied both piano and organ
with Dr. Shelly Moorman-Stahlman. During his time at LVC, Justin served as the president of
the college organ guild. As president, he planned and then lead the group on two large organ
crawls, the first to Salt Lake City, Utah, and the second to Kansas City, Missouri. Justin also
planned and lead a Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza on the LVC campus in conjunction with the Harrisburg AGO
Chapter. Justin has been an active member of the AGO since attending the Lehigh Valley Pipe Organ
Encounter in 2009.
Joseph G. Zamberlan: I began piano lessons at the age of 8 after discovering a Magnus
chord organ in the back room of my grandparent’s house. During college, I was fortunate to
be the Assistant Organist at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Pittsburgh; playing the von Beckerath
organ definitely influenced my career choice. After earning a B.S. in Physics with a Minor in
Music, with honors, at Carnegie Mellon University in 1987, I began a 12-year association
with the Noack Organ Company of Georgetown, Massachusetts, where I worked in
practically every aspect of organbuilding. I returned to Ohio in 1999 to establish my own
workshop, where we’ve been fortunate to undertake a wide range of projects, including a
number of new organs, as well as maintaining several dozen instruments. I’m also the
organist at a Catholic parish and a Presbyterian church in the Steubenville/Wintersville
area. I would welcome the opportunity to serve the Pittsburgh chapter as a member of the Board.

DIRECTORY UPDATES
NEW MEMBERS
Mr. Tim L. Heavner
419 Burkhardt Avenue
Baden, PA 15005
timothyheavner@gmail.com
412-437-8461
Nicole Y. Cochran
108 High St.
Elizabeth, PA 15037
ncochran88@gmail.com

Mr. Matthew Radican
3333 Forbes Ave, Apt 863
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
matthewlradican@gmail.com
Ms. Ruth Bates
2202 Main St
Wellsburg, WV 26070-1036
storyteller1001@comcast.net
304-737-3130

Changes in Contact Info and Membership Status:
Rev. David Williams and Jon Kolenchak cancelled
Cynthia Pock zimbelstern1@gmail.com cantor@flcpittsburgh.org
Nathan Bellas bellasn@stmpgh.org
Bela Pater new address
Parish Grouping 210
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
330 Third Avenue
Carnegie, PA 15106
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Christian Clark
4601 Bayard St. Apt 310
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
c.e.clark@hotmail.com

