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Greetings dear colleagues:

You may remember this wise AGO

President’s message from John

Walker in the October 2015 issue of

TAO. 

“Embracing our diversity as members

of AGO—the young and formerly

young, those with advanced and

those with not-so-advanced skills,

those who play digital instruments

and those who play pipe organs, urbanities ands residents of rural 

communities…let us celebrate this inclusive community of mutual 

support, which will attract others to membership.”

Our friend’s wisdom melts away perceptions that the Guild is a 

closed shop. We need to sustain this ‘embracing’ and I see it in so 

many of you, particularly at Chapter meetings. You welcome 

newcomers and guests. You support on another’s recitals and 

even personal endeavors. John closed his message with advice to 

pursue empathy; “When given the choice between being right or 

being kind, choose kind.” 

Amen!
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John Walker will receive the 2019 Distinguished Artist Award of the American Guild of 

Organists at a free celebratory recital at Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 5121 Westminster Place, 

Pittsburgh, on Friday, April 26, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. 

John Walker is Immediate Past President of the American Guild of Organists. Following a 

distinguished tenure at the Riverside Church in the City of New York, John Walker served as Minister 

of Music at Shadyside Presbyterian Church from 1992 to 2004. He is Minister of Music Emeritus at 

Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church in Baltimore and Professor of Organ at the Peabody Institute of

the Johns Hopkins University. 

The recital is co-sponsored by the American Guild of Organists, the Organ Artists Series of 

Pittsburgh and the Music in a Great Space Concert series. No tickets are required for this free recital. 

All are warmly invited to attend the ticketed Gala Benefit
Reception following the recital at the elegant Mansions on Fifth, just a
thousand feet from Shadyside Church.  Tickets for the Gala Benefit
Reception are $150 and may be purchased online (in advance only)
at https://www.AGOhq.org/2019-gala or by calling 212-870-2311, ext.
4308. 

Proceeds from the Gala Benefit Reception will benefit the 
Education Endowment of the American Guild of Organists, which
supports the Guild’s education and outreach programs, including its
annual highly successful Pipe Organ Encounters, an initiative
developed under the leadership of John Walker as first Director of the Task Force on the New 
Organist.

A Pennsylvania Boy
by Linda Everhart

John Walker spent the first twenty years of his life in Pennsylvania. His earliest memories are 
located in south central Pennsylvania where his father, a Presbyterian clergyman, answered a call to 
the Upper Path Valley Presbyterian Church in Spring Run, Pennsylvania. It’s an idyllic and isolated 
community of a few hundred residents located between two ranges of the Appalachian Mountains. 

The Presbyterian manse, where the Walkers lived, was located about a mile from the church, 
sitting on almost two acres of land with a barn. On this small farmstead John’s father kept a couple of 
cows, a flock of chickens, and a few pigs. “Being an only child in that setting where there were no 
other children within walking distance, I had to find my own entertainment, which really was at the 
piano, where I loved to play ‘church.’ And I would make up services of worship, improvise a prelude, 
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play a hymn, stand up and pray, play another hymn, read the Bible, play another hymn, maybe 
preach for a while,” John recalled.

When John was a freshman in high school his family moved 200 miles northwest to Fredonia, 
Pennsylvania, where his father took up duties as minster of the Fredonia Presbyterian Church.  “We 
lived just about four doors away from the church. Again, it was a small town where everybody knew 
everybody else. We would frequently arrive home in the car, as a family, and within a couple of 
minutes the phone would ring—somebody from the other side of town—‘We hear you just got home’.”

While still in high school, John began studying organ with Raymond 
Ocock, the young Professor of Organ at Westminster College in New 
Wilmington. After high school graduation he enrolled as a Music Education 
major at Westminster College. “Ray Ocock is probably more responsible 
than anybody else for my being in a professional career in music. He was a 
very exciting teacher. I had enrolled at Westminster majoring in music 
education, not in performance, thinking I would be a public school music 
teacher, a safer career choice than performance. But sometime during my 
freshman year at Westminster, Ray Ocock drove to my family home in 
Fredonia to try to convince my parents and me that I should enroll as an 
organ performance major. Although I felt that was very dangerous, but I 
decided that if Ray cared that much, maybe I should give it at least a year.” 

[Note: Ray Ocock was Dean of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Guild of Organists from 1984-
1986.]

“I knew that Ray Ocock’s plan for me was to go to Union Seminary for Graduate study as he 
had done. He had already told me that when I was ready to go to graduate school, he and a good 
friend who was assistant to the dean at Union Seminary, and he assured me that I could get in.” 
[Linda’s note: That good friend was Mina Belle Packer Wichmann.]

But like many young people, John Walker had his own ideas and resisted Ocock’s urging, 
choosing instead to continue his education at the American Conservatory in Chicago.

Pittsburgh Connections

“Pittsburgh wasn’t really on my mind too much until 1991 when I received a phone call in New York 
from Ray Ocock—completely out of the blue—saying ‘we have this position at the Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church and I think you ought to pay attention to it.’ And again I thought, maybe if he 
cared that much, I should put my name in and see what happens. I only later discovered that Ray 
was a college classmate of Wilbur Dumbaugh and Mina Belle Packer Wichmann at Westminster 
College, both of whom served on the search committee at Shadyside Church. So that’s how I ended 
up applying for the Shadyside position and spending 12 years at Shadyside Church.”
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by Chaz Bowers, Sub-Dean (sub-dean  @pitago.org  )

A Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza Presentation by Luley and Associates 

Monday, January 28, 2018
Hors d'oeuvres at 6:00 P.M.

Dinner at 6:30 P.M.
Presentation at 8:00 P.M. 

St. Anthony Chapel
1704 Harpster St, Pittsburgh, PA 15212

The team at Luley and Associates will present a demonstrative program on how organ pipes are voiced and 
what makes them sing. Sometimes the slightest of adjustments can turn a seemingly bad rank of pipes into the
nicest stop on the organ. 

Peter and his team will also discuss the philosophy behind designing an organ specification using as an
example the organ at Saint Anthony’s Chapel - a pastiche of pipework from various extant instruments in 
closed churches around the city, all masterfully revoiced and carefully blended to create a cohesive sound. 
There will be demonstration of the organ’s capabilities and, for those who are feeling adventurous, a crawl 
inside of the instrument. 

It couldn’t be Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza without the Pizza! Join us for a dinner of Pizza, Pasta, Salad, 
and more! RSVP today so that you don’t forget. 

About Luley and Associates…

Luley & Associates pipe organ company was incorporated in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania by Peter J. Luley in 
1983. Over the past three decades the firm has provided newly constructed pipe organs, additions to existing 
instruments, comprehensive rebuilds, pipe revoicing, consoles, repairs, as well as tuning and regular 
maintenance for institutions across western Pennsylvania and the surrounding areas. Our projects have 
ranged from smaller instruments of 15 ranks of pipes or less, to medium-sized instruments around 30 ranks, to 
large scale reconstructions well over 100 ranks.

Our instruments are typically custom voiced in the English Romantic style, characterized by rich 
Diapason choruses capped by strong quint Mixtures, warm and clear articulate flutes, lush strings, and bold, 
full, round chorus and solo reeds. President and Tonal Director Peter Luley has traveled extensively throughout
England studying the construction and voicing of English Romantic pipe organs by builders such as Henry 
"Father" Willis, T.C. Lewis, and Harrison & Harrison. Our goal is to provide instruments that are both artistic 
and practical, being able to perform equally the functions of concert instrument and church choral 
accompaniment instrument.

The company’s focus in recent years, and for the future, is to concentrate on a very special niche in this
industry, in which we can operate very efficiently. Given the reality of an ever-increasing stock of redundant 
pipe organs, as well as an increasing number of instruments in need of major work and tonal improvement 
(which were constructed by pipe organ factories in the industry boom years of the late 1950's and early 
1960's), we are well positioned to engage in projects to build or rebuild an instrument to the highest possible 
artistic and mechanical standard, with attention to detail and the specific needs of the customer. (Taken from 
website: https://www.luleyandassociates.com) 
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Date Event

6 Jan
3:00 PM

Miller-Kufchak-DeBruyn Trio - Join Lydia Miller-Choorapuzha (violin), Meredith Kufchak (viola) and 
Michael DeBruyn (cello) on a musical excursion from Austria to Hungary to the Appalachian Mountains. 
Heinz Memorial Chapel, 326 S Bellefield Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 lydiam30@gmail.com   

13 Jan
3:00 PM

Alia Musica Pittsburgh - Alia Musica, founded in 2007 as a composer consortium, will present a 
program of music based on the themes of glass and song, featuring soprano Gizelxanath Rodriguez. 
Heinz Memorial Chapel (address above) alia.musica.pittsburgh@gmail.com   

20 Jan
3:00 PM

Jazz and More with the Pittsburgh Trombone Project - Join PTP for an afternoon of jazz, pop, 
Broadway and patriotic tunes, including selections by Duke Ellington, Irving Berlin, W. C. Handy, Dave 
Brubeck. Heinz Memorial Chapel (address above) teborbone78@hotmail.com  

22 Jan
7:00 PM

Martin Luther King, Jr. Interfaith Service with Words, Music and Dance - Pitt's Association of 
Chaplaincies, Student Affairs and Office of Cross Cultural and Leadership Development will celebrate 
Dr. King through spoken word, song and dance. Heinz Memorial Chapel (address above) 
sdh34@pitt.edu 

27 Jan
3:00 PM

Riversong String Ensemble - Formed from the Pittsburgh Mandolin Society, Riversong will conduct a 
musical journey of instruments of the mandolin family ranging from Italy to Ireland to Latin America and 
the Appalachians. Heinz Memorial Chapel (address above) jdthomasmk@comcast.net 
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RSVP by Jan 18th for Hymn Playing Panel
6:00 PM Dinner, Meeting at 8:00 PM Jan 28th, 2019

St. Anthony Chapel, 1704 Harpster St., Pittsburgh, PA 15212

Name:_______________________________________________________

Guests:______________________________________________________

Amount enclosed ($20.--/person) _________________________________

I have included $________ to underwrite a student dinner. ($20 underwrites one dinner)

Reservations to: Regina Kettering, 1115 Beaver Rd., Sewickley, PA 15143-2003 
Text or call: (412)-477-5547 email:  reservations@pitago.org
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