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by Douglas Starr, Dean (dean@pitago.org)

Dear Colleagues:

The Pittsburgh Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists
has the promise of growth. It is
evident in this region’s vigorous
university organ and sacred
music programs led by
members Ann Labounsky,
Nicholas Will, and Chaz Bowers. It appears in our parish music 
programs when we invite our youth to see and hear the organ up 
close as Don Fellows and Kenneth Danchik do at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral for visiting diocesan confirmation classes. How did our 
Chapter arrive at this supportive and nurturing ethos? It was 
created by our membership. We mirror our role models such as 
Dale and Suzie Gilliland who did so much behind the scenes for 
members young and older. Let’s continue this wonderful legacy 
remembering the hymn refrain: “all good things around us are sent 
from Heaven above.” The source of all of this is – wait for it – Love!

Doug Starr
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By Chaz Bowers Sub-Dean (sub-dean@pitago.org)

APRIL MEETING

PITTSBURGH AGO MEMBER'S RECITAL

MONDAY, APRIL 23, 2018

6:00 Fellowship, 6:30 Dinner, 8:00 Recital

SEWICKLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

414 Grant St, Sewickley, PA 15143

Happy Easter! 

How are you "fed"? Each of us needs musical, spiritual, and even physical nourishment to 
continue the work of the church. Whether it be through playing your Easter organ voluntaries, the 
musical offerings of your choir throughout Holy Week, the uplifting words of the minister or priest on 
Christ's Resurrection, or the smells and bells of the liturgy, we are all "fed" in different ways. I hope 
that, as you experienced Easter in each of your own churches, all of you were fed by the fruits of your 
hard work for many months. I also hope that your congregations were fed by the beautiful offerings of 
all the music and months of preparation that all of us put in.

One of the ways that I personally feel fed is being part of this AGO chapter. It is a blessing to 
come every single month and be in the company of so many wonderful people from so many 
backgrounds. I'll never forget my first Pittsburgh AGO meeting, as a graduate student at Duquesne. I 
was so impressed with the organization of the chapter and with all of the excellent programming it 
offered to its members. I know many of you would agree with me that, every month, you are "fed" by 

the programming, the playing, and, most importantly, the camaraderie of our 
chapter membership. 

I truly hope that each of you will travel to Sewickley Presbyterian 
Church for our April meeting, hosted by Craig Dobbins, Suzie Gilliland, and 
Regina Kettering. Sewickley Presbyterian is home to a new Bedient organ 
(seen left) in the chapel. It is a nine-rank, two manual mechanical action 
instrument. The Great has a complete independent principal chorus, and a 
stopped Diapason that is borrowed from the swell. The expressive swell 
division also contains a Chimney Flute at 4', a Salicional, and an English 
Oboe. The pedal division is comprised of a 16' Bourdon, as well as manual to 
pedal couplers. The organ's exquisite red oak case, seen left, is inspired by 
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18th and 19th century English organs and speaks clearly down the central axis of the chapel. The 
meeting will consist of two 30 minute simultaneous recitals, one in the main church and one in the 
chapel. Each recital will be played twice, and the audience will switch places to have the opportunity to
hear both instruments and all of the performers. Come and be "fed" by the wonderful playing of 
members of our chapter. (Photo from Bedient Organ Webpage)

As we ponder on this notion of being "fed", I would like to take a moment to publically acknowledge 
the excellent work of our caterer, Community Kitchens. 

Our use of this caterer supports an organization that delivers thousands of meals every day to 
members of our community who would otherwise be without.  Here are some of the missions of 
Community Kitchens: 

• Community Kitchens provides the highest quality food to the tables of the most vulnerable 
among us, preparing and delivering thousands of meals every day to food-insecure residents 
throughout the greater Pittsburgh area. 

• Community Kitchens provides culinary training and support to individuals with barriers for 
employment. 

• They also provide food education to youth and their families through in-school activities, after 
school programming, and community events. 

• They rescue short shelf life fresh produce that would otherwise be thrown away, and use it in 
fresh, daily meals for shelters. 

• They provide USDA-compliant, from scratch meals to area schools and other 
institutional/congregate feeding programs. 

• They offer structured paid work experience to at-risk youth. 
• They provide Transitional Job Opportunities to those with at least 1 years experience working in

a kitchen. This gives further experience for their resumes, a source of income, and the 
opportunity to work with our employment specialist. 

I hope that, after reading of the great work of this caterer, you will be appreciative of their fine work 
and community outreach. Know that, with every $20 dinner you eat, you are not only feeding yourself 
but you are feeding the hungry of our community. 

"For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink..."

Matthew 25:35
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An Impression of the AGO Pedagogy Conference at the University of Kansas
Benjamin Cornelius-Bates

Due to some fortunate circumstances, I was able to attend the AGO Pedagogy Conference held in 
Lawrence, Kansas mid-October. The Conference was unique: all three organists from Notre-Dame, 
Philippe Lefebvre, Olivier Latry, and Vincent Dubois, plus the other Paris Conservatory professor, 
Michel Bouvard, and the excellent performer Shin-Young Lee. In all honesty, I feel that unique is not 
good enough: it was a once in a lifetime experience. With organists such as these, the focus was 
specifically "The French Conservatory System."

Each day offered a different focus: French Classical and Baroque, French Symphonic tradition, 
Improvisation, and a final day summarizing it all. My favorite concert was on the first day and every 
guest organist was involved. It was a concert in the alternatim practice, in multiple ways. It was a 
concert Mass (Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, etc.) with an authentic Chant Schola alternating between the 
organists and the schola in an ancient and beautiful tradition. The other alternatim happened with the 
organists as well: Couperin's Mass for the Parishes was used alternating with improvisations. The result
looked like this: chant, Couperin, chant, improvisation, chant, Couperin, etc. It goes without saying that 
the concert was a unique experience that I doubt will be replicated in my lifetime.

The opening day involved lectures, a panel, and two master classes, one on French Classical and 
another on German Baroque. One of the many unique elements of this conference involved the master
classes: Olivier Latry was insistent that he and Michel Bouvard do the master classes together. Mr. 
Latry said, "Michel is my best friend, my comrade, and we do not agree on anything!" The point being 
that their collegiality and respect for each other is greater than their opinions. It was mesmerizing to 
watch them disagree without ruining the experience of the master classes; rather, they were trying to 
help the students find their own voice from the varying opinions. The collegiality was very impressive 
and encouraging. 

The panel discussion involved all of the performers discussing their teachers and their 
influences upon each of them. They all emphasized their first piano teachers helping them develop the 
drive for being musically curious and giving them tools that they still use today. Music theory training, 
both written and solfège were also very important. Mr. Lefebvre said, “It’s not technique, it’s music. 
Understand the organ without the score. Then, you can play repertoire.” 

(The lectures for the first and second days will be explored in more detail in the second article.)
At this point, I would like to mention that I spent much of my time with Mary Beth Bennett. 

Attending a conference not knowing anyone led me to reintroduce myself to someone I met briefly in 
2015. She spoke highly of her experience here in Pittsburgh and I am happy to report that she felt our 
regional convention was the best she has ever attended. 

The second day, French Symphonic day, offered more master classes and a lecture. The first 
focused on French Symphonies of the Romantic and post-Romantic. Both Mr. Bouvard and Mr. Dubois 
emphasized listening to the organ. “The organ teaches me. You can make a crescendo all with the 
touch on a harmonique flute,” said Mr. Bouvard. The latter master class spent much time with Salve 
Regina, a transcription of an improvisation by Mr. Latry. It was a fascinating look into his process of 
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improvising; it also took him six months to write down, showing the difference between composing 
and improvising. 

In the evening, concerts were given by Shin-Young Lee and Olivier Latry. The arrangement of the
repertoire for the concerts, including the ones in the coming days, must have been extraordinary. 
Rather than having any desire to compare the performers and their repertoire, they complimented each
other perfectly while demonstrating the themes of the day. Ms. Lee played several transcriptions 
including the standout Prelude Op. 32, No. 5 by Sergei Rachmaninoff, transcribed by Jean-Paul Imbert. It
is a reminder that transcriptions are as much a part of the symphonic tradition as the symphonies 
themselves. 

Later in the evening, Mr. Latry performed. Ever the consummate showman, he did not 
disappoint. He too played several transcriptions, my favorite being excerpts from Fauré’s Pelléas and 
Mélisande. Dupré’s Trois Préludes et fugues, op.7 are always amazing to watch as he plays them with 
such ease. He closed with an improvisation on the chant Ave maris stella. It contained many elements 
from his Salve Regina, but it did not feel didactic or trite. One can expect perfection from Mr. Latry and 
that is what we were treated to.

(The article will continue in the next issue.) 

The Rev. Robert Strobel, retired ELCA pastor, former Chaplain to the Pittsburgh Chapter, and husband 
to Joyce Moon Strobel is in Allegheny General Hospital, recovering from triple heart bypass surgery on 
Friday, March 2nd. He was discharged March 10th. Joyce and Bob's home address is: 332 Tadmar 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15237-1822 

RESPONSE FROM THE STROBELS

Dear friends from AGO,

Thank you for cards, prayers and well wishes following my emergency surgery. All went well, with 
wonderful care in AGH, and family to cover at home. Progress is going well, if slowly, but we are all 
grateful that the situatiion was discovered when it was, and surgery will prevent what could have been 
much, much worse.

Again, many thanks for your thoughtfulness.

Pastor Robert Strobel

Page 5 of 13

UPDATE - REV. ROBERT STROBEL



Pipelines April 2018

The Pittsburgh Chapter of the AGO is saddened to learn of the passing of chapter member George 
Spaulding on February 22. Below are excerpts from a feature article/obituary from the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette:

Obituary: George Spaulding / Jazz pianist, piano tuner played from the heart
Nov. 22, 1922 - Feb. 22, 2018

Kevin Kirkland Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Mar 1, 2018
As a young pianist in North Carolina, George Spaulding imitated Edward “Duke” Ellington’s

chord structures and modern harmonies so well that people began calling him “Duke.”Up until a few
months ago, he was still playing Ellington’s composition “Come Sunday” and the hymn “How Firm a
Foundation.” Someone else will play those songs at his funeral Friday. Mr. Spaulding died Feb. 22 of
congestive heart failure at age 95.

The Wilkinsburg man was known for his  seriousness at  the keyboard.  “Smiling ain’t  what
you’re paying for,” he would say. Yet the joy he created at the keyboard sounded from his heart, and
it  never left him.  Harry Clark,  president of the African American Jazz Society,  recalled how Mr.
Spaulding  would  close  out  every  reunion  of  Local  471  of  Black  Musicians  of  the  American
Federation of Musicians. “He needed assistance to move, but when he sat down at the piano, all
that went away. He played magnificently.”

Mr. Spaulding was equally proud of his “real” job. For more than 40 years, he was a technician
for Baldwin Piano Co., and the only African-American one. “In the 1950s, for an African American
man to go into a white home -- especially if the man was not home -- was unheard of,” said his
daughter, Simone Spaulding Cephas. “He had to tread very lightly.”

A longstanding member of the American Guild of Organists -- where again he was the only
African American -- Mr. Spaulding was famous for his humility and strong belief in passing on what
he knew to successive generations. All six of his children took piano lessons and so did many of his
grandchildren.  “I  played piano because of Pap-Pap,” said granddaughter Tara  Burnham Smith of
Middletown, Del. “Watching him play, you can’t resist that fever catching you.”...

George H. Spaulding was born Nov. 22, 1922, in Asheville, N.C., and played the organ in his
father’s church at age 10. After his family moved to Elizabeth City, N.C., he began traveling with
older musicians to Virginia and other states. He moved to Pittsburgh in 1941 and was enrolled in
New York's famed Juilliard School  when he was drafted into the Army. He was assigned to the
Special Services, stationed in Algeria, and played at receptions for Gen. Dwight Eisenhower and
British Field Marshall Bernard Montgomery.

When he returned to Pittsburgh, he joined Leroy Brown and his Brown Buddies, mainstays of
the local jazz scene in the 1940s, '50s and '60s. Mr. Spaulding said his was the first black band to
play regularly at the Hollywood Show Bar on Sixth Street, Downtown. ...In 2012, Mr. Spaulding was
inducted into the Manchester Craftsman Guild's Pittsburgh Jazz Legends and interviewed by the
Smithsonian Institution on Pittsburgh jazz history.

He is survived by six children: Penelope Calloway of Paramount, Calif., Dr. Frederick Harris of
Atlanta, Teranell Kirksey of Swissvale, Simone Spaulding Cephas of Wilkinsburg, Georgette Burnham
of Valley Forge and Beverly Johnson of San Jose, Calif.  He had 12 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.
Kevin Kirkland: kkirkland@post-gazette.com   or 412-263-1978.
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The following is an excerpt from an email sent to chapter officers about renewing your AGO 
membership. You can easily renew your membership online through ONCARD. Address and contact 
information can be directly updated through ONCARD. Please also contact Kathy Csellar, registrar, 
about any changes (registrar@pitago.org). 

It’s that time of year again. As we gear up for another busy AGO membership renewal season, we 
wanted to note a few reminders: 

1. The current membership dues structure and schedule are the same as last year. See the article in the
April 2018 TAO providing the relevant details.

2. If you would like to receive a paper invoice through the postal mail, please make sure the paper 
invoice box is checked next to your name on the ONCARD.

3. Please let your members know that we are here to help with the renewal process and can be 
reached at (212) 870-2310.

It is our goal to begin sending invoices the first week of April. If you have any questions or need 
assistance updating any information, please call the above phone number. We will be pleased to help.

Growing the membership of the Guild works best when it is a joint effort by both the National 
Headquarters and our local chapters. We continue to be thankful for all you do as Chapter Officers of 
the AGO!

All the best,
Leah

Leah Semiken
Manager of Membership and Chapter Relations
American Guild of Organists
475 Riverside Drive, Ste. 1260
New York, NY 10115
p. 212.870.2310

Ellen Dodge  - email at flutellen@zoominternet.net 
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Having a Martin Luther Hymn Festival is the ultimate way to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Lutheran Reformation, for the hymns of Luther provided the grass roots momentum for the 
Reformation. Practically all movements have a song, and the hymns of Luther catapulted the 
Reformation throughout all of Europe and beyond.

A very strong case can be argued that without the hymns of Martin Luther, there probably 
would be no Reformation because Luther believed very strongly that if the Reformation was going to 
be successful, it had to be proclaimed in the pew. Chances are, without his hymns , Luther’s thoughts 
and reforms would have probably simply been placed on the shelf as one more example of dated 
Scholastic thought.

We think nothing about the singing of hymns, possibly with little awareness of how they came 
to be. However, Luther out of a sense of desperation, created a new theological art form. He 
bemoaned the fact that there were no decent poets in his land who could write hymns in German 
verse. He was deeply troubled by the deaths of two Augustinian priests who were martyred because of
encouraging the Faithful to sing the vernacular hymns they wrote. In his desire to have his soul express 
the Joy of the Gospel he picked up the pen and did it himself. His creativity was prolific, for in 1524 
there were 5 hymnals, a new medium in and of itself, which were launched in little Wittenberg, the 
center of the Reformation.

Our Festival will be Sunday, April 29th at 7:00 p.m. to be held in Heinz Chapel. In addition to 
commemorating the articulation of the Faith of our Beloved Reformer, this Festival will be celebrated 
among the three major Lutheran denominations on the soil of Western Pennsylvania. Seven Choirs will 
represent these three major denominations: ELCA, NALC, and LCMS. The Theme: “Dear Christians, 
One and All Rejoice” is most appropriate for our excitement. It is the second Hymn which Luther wrote.

In addition to “Dear Christians, One and All Rejoice,” the full extent of the German Lutheran 
practice of “Alternation” between congregation and choir will be used. The other Luther Hymns to be 
featured are: All Praise to You, Eternal Lord; A Mighty Fortress; Savior of the Nations, Come; Out of the 
Depths I Cry to You; To God, the Holy Spirit, Let us Pray; and Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old. There will be over 
100 voices participating in the Festival. You are most cordially invited. 

 

Submitted,

The Rev. S. Cyril Hurnyak

Chaplain

Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.
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Date Event

1 April 9:00
and 11:00AM

Easter Worship - On Easter Sunday, April 1, Shadyside Presbyterian Church celebrates the joy of the 
Resurrection with two identical services including music offered by the Shadyside Chancel Choir, organ, 
brass, and timpani. Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
412-682-4300 www.shadysidepres.org info@shadysidepres.org 

8 April 3:00
PM

Broadway, Pop, Jazz, and More - The Pittsburgh Trombone Project - Heinz Memorial Chapel, Fifth Ave
at S. Bellefield Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 412-624-4157

13 April 7:30
PM

Christ, My Hope, has Risen! A Concert for Eastertide – The Schola Cantorum Franciscana, under 
the direction of Prof. Nicholas Will, presents J.S. Bach’s “Christ lag in Todesbanden,” BWV 4 and “Lobet 
der Herren” BWV 230, as well as other choral works for Easter by Eccard, Verdelot, Gallus, Byrd, and 
others. The Schola will be joined by the Academy Chamber Orchestra and Jon Tyillian, organist. Free 
and open to the public. Christ the Kind Chapel, Franciscan University of Steubanville 740-584-2884 
nwill@franciscan.edu 

14 April 7:00
PM

Christ, My Hope, has Risen! A Concert for Eastertide – Description above. Mary, Queen of Peace 
Church, Pearl Rd, Cleveland, OH 740-584-2884 nwill@franciscan.edu 

15 April 3:00
PM

OAS Concert - Katelyn Emerson Shadyside Presbyterian Church (address and info above)

15 April 4:00
PM

35th Annual Sponsorship Concert. Handel's Messiah, Parts II and III. - Fox Chapel Festival Chorus, 
Academy Chamber Orchestra, David Billings, organ, Guy Russo, conductor. Reception. Free admission.
Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church, 384 Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh 412-963-8243. www.fcpc.us  

15 April 5:00
PM

Spring Concert - University of Pittsburgh Women's Choral Ensemble under the direction of Lorraine 
Milovac. Heinz Memorial Chapel (address and info above)

17 April 7:00
PM

Franciscan Chamber Orchestra in Concert – The newly-revitalized Franciscan Chamber Orchestra, 
under the direction of Prof. Nicholas Will, presents a concert of works by J.C. Bach, Handel, Stephen 
Foster, Elgar, Albrechtsberger, and Vivaldi. Featuring Nicholas Will, organist, and John Marcel Williams, 
guitarist, as concerto soloists. J.C. Williams Center Gentile Gallery, Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, 1235 University Blvd, Steubenville, OH 43952 740-584-2884 nwill@franciscan.edu 

21 April 6:00
PM

Christ, My Hope, has Risen! A Concert for Eastertide – Description above. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Hill Church, 330 Third Ave, Carnegie, PA 15106 740-584-2884 nwill@franciscan.edu 

22 April
Tuneful Tuning - The Heinz Chapel Choir under the direction of Dr. Susan Rice will present works 
ranging from Palestrina to Esenvalds, featuring John Corigliano's "Fern Hill." Heinz Memorial Chapel 
(address and info above)

23 April 6:30
PM

Meeting - Members Recital Sewickley Presbyterian Church, 414 Grant St, Sewickley, PA

29 April 3:00
PM

Music Plus Presents: Ring Pittsburgh – Ring Pittsburgh, founded and directed by Jim Rossetti, is an 
auditioned community of handbell musicians. 50 minutes in length. Freewill offering. Dessert reception to
meet the musicians. St. James Church, 200 Walnut St, Sewickley, PA 15143 412-741-6650 
www.stjamesmusic.org 

29 April 5:00
PM

Martin Luther Hymn Festival - Commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, featuring 
the Pittsburgh Compline Choir as well as other local choirs, organ music, as well as hymns sung by all 
who attend. Heinz Memorial Chapel (address and info above)
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Substitute Organists Available for Sunday Mornings
BROWN, JUDITH 240.522.5070 WFES

CAFARO, ROSS 412.885.1625 WFES

JANKO, RAY 724.325.7449 WFES

JUSTHAM, MARY ANN 724.335.7792 WFES

HENRI, LAURA 412.418.7392 WFESL

HILL, THOMAS 512.421.1484 WFES

KOHL, GEORGE 412.523.7765 WFES

KRANTZ, DOUGLAS 317.532.7523 WFS

LA RUE, ELIZABETH SPC 412.999.4812 WFES

LINDSEY, III, C. DENNIS 918.409.6467 WFES

MISLIN, DAVID W. 617.223.1270 WFES

RASLEY, DON 724.487.7303(D)
724.283.4829(E)

WFES

RIZZO, ELMIRA, CAGO 724.612.2029 WFES

ROEDERER, CHARLOTTE 412.780.7445 EFS

RUBRIGHT, SANDY S. 724.994.8872 WFE

SCHALL, STEPHEN 412.215.2971 WFE

STIPCAK, VALERIE 724.388.1038 WFES

SZEREMANY, RICHARD, AAGO 412.327.6254 WFES

VANDERLAAN, BRET A. 301.919.1835 WFES

Substitute Organists NOT Available for Sunday
Mornings

AIKINS, CANDICE 724.568.2640 WF

BRUHN, LYNN 724.733.8111 WFE

DANIELS, J.R. 412.389.6658 WF

EARNEST, Dr. WAYNE N. 724.206.8854 WFS

HAMMER, MICHAEL 217.766.4230 WFES

KETTERING, REGINA 412.477.5547 WFES

MASTERS, SARA 412.266.5821 WFES

MCGRATH, ROSE 937.719.2391 WF

MILLER, JANE 412.526.6618 WF

PINKERTON, RICHARD 412.561.2015 WFE

REILAND, MICHAEL 412.882.5521 WFE

SPENCER, GEORGE 412.731.3324 WFE

STROBEL, JOYCE MOON 412.366.0074 WFES

WALLACE, JUSTIN 412.531.0525 WFES

WANG, CLOUD SSU-YUN 857.318.1896 WFES

WILL, NICHOLAS 814.460.1446 WFES

Only current members of the AGO may be on the 
substitute list. AGO assumes no responsibility for the 
musicianship, reliability, or conduct of substitute organists. 
Background checks are the responsibility of the employer. 
Churches may contact organists directly or ask the 
coordinator for assistance.
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RSVP by April 13th for Members Recital
6:00 Fellowship, 6:30 PM Dinner, Meeting at 8:00 PM April 23rd, 2018
Sewickley Presbyterian Church, 414 Grant St., Sewickley, PA 15143

Name:_______________________________________________________

Guests:______________________________________________________
Amount enclosed (NOTE CHANGED PRICE $20.--/person) _________________________________

I have included $________ to underwrite a student dinner. ($20 underwrites one dinner)

Reservations to: Regina Kettering, 1115 Beaver Rd., Sewickley, PA 15143-2003 
Text or call: (412)-477-5547 email:  reservations@pitago.org




