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Volume 97 Issue 10

by Douglas Starr, Dean
(dean@pitago.org)

Dear Friends:

Summer is ended and the program
year has begun. I hope that you are
rested and reinvigorated. Why are we
members in this professional
organization? We love the king of
instruments and joy in its sublime
repertoire, the places we work and the people we work with. 
The list goes on. 

I invite us to focus on a goal "to share the joy." Make it possible 
for a colleague to join AGO by funding their first year's 
membership. Assure their monthly attendance by making them 
your dinner date. Bring your clergy. Write about the chapter's 
wonderful work in your blogs and newsletters. “Like” our 
Chapter’s Facebook page and invite your friends to do so. This 
list also goes on. 

Let's celebrate your efforts at our first meeting on September 
25 at St. Paul’s Episcopal when you introduce your guests at 
dinner. Chaz has further details about the program in his article.
See you in September!
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By Chaz Bowers Sub-Dean (sub-dean@pitago.org)

Friends,  

As your newly-appointed sub-dean, I am excited and honored to
serve the Pittsburgh AGO chapter as we, together, promote the
organ as the “King of Instruments.” I feel truly fortunate that I can
make and teach organ music every day, and hope that we as a group
will inspire current and future organists alike.

This year, we hope you will attend many of our interesting and varied
meetings, such as Jeremy David Tarrant’s presentation Fantasy: A
Survey of the Pieces de Fantasie of Louis Vierne and Dr. Gregory Hand’s 
J.S Bach: New Perspectives on Playing Bach at the Organ which focuses on touch and tempo. A special 
presentation entitled Psalmody in the Church will be given to us by chapter members Cynthia Pock and 
Joyce Moon Stroble in February, and in May, we will again venture on a joint chapter member trip to 
see an instrument by Joseph Zamberlan at Christ, Prince of Peace Parish in Ford City. These and the 
other fine programs this year owe their thanks to the outstanding work done by Nathan Carterette and
members of the program committee. A full slate of events for the year is available on the facing page 
and on the Pittsburgh AGO website. 

Our first meeting will be hosted by our chapter dean, Doug Starr, at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in 
Mount Lebanon, PA. The installation service for new AGO officers will be preceded by welcoming 
remarks from St. Paul's Rector, Noah Evans, and a performance of Johann Sebastian Bach's cantata " 
Süßer Trost, mein Jesus kömmt", BWV 151. The dinner, provided by members of the church, will 
include pulled pork, Mediterranean vegetables, and Caesar salad.

St. Paul's Episcopal Church boasts a diverse and vibrant music program, led by Doug Starr. The 
sanctuary and gallery are home to a wonderful 3 manual, 63 rank Schantz Pipe Organ, installed in 
1998. The parish supports a chancel choir, contemporary music ensemble, canterbury choir,  youth 
praise band, handbell choir, and liturgical dance team. The parish also sponsors Voces Solis, a 
professional choir which sings major works (occasionally with organ) throughout the year.

I do hope that you will join us for our first meeting and maybe even bring a friend!  Register by 
September 15th at https://pitago.org/register-for-chapter-event-or-dinner-2/
Hope to see you there!

Sincerely,
Chaz Bowers
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25 September 2017
Installation Service for New Members
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
1066 Washington Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15228

23 October 2017
The Instruments of Pre-Cicilian Italy

 - Giancarlo Parodi
Calvary Episcopal Church
315 Shady Ave.
Pittsburgh, PA 15206

27 November 2017
Fantasy: A survey of the Pieces de Fantasie of Louis 
Vierne 

Jeremy David Tarrant
St Bernard Catholic Church
311 Washington Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15216

January 2018
Holiday Party TBD

23 January 2018
J.S. Bach: New Perspectives on Playing Bach at the 
Organ: Evidence for Touch and Tempo in Sources and 
Music

Dr. Gregory Hand
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
2040 Washington Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

26 February 2018
Psalmody in the Church 

Cynthia Pock and Joyce Moon Strobel
First Lutheran Church
615 Grant St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

19 March 2018
Children’s Choirs 

Craig Denison
Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
5121 Westminster Pl.
Pittsburgh, PA 15232

23 April 2018
Members’ Recitals
Sewickley Presbyterian Church 
414 Grant St.
Sewickley, PA 15143

21 May 2018 (Pending)
Zamberlan Organ (joint with Indiana/Seton 
Hill/Westmoreland Chapters)
Christ, Prince of Peace Parish
718 4th Ave.
Ford City, PA 16226
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By Wilberta Naden Pickett, SMM, ChM

Last time I told the story of a grade school student, Jeff Hudascek, who found his boy soprano voice 
after I worked with him for three years.  

Now I want to tell you about a high school choral student, Gregg Kirsopp, who went on to big time in 
the Big Apple.  I did not have to work with him. He already had a rich baritone voice as soon as his 
voice changed, which ensured he always got the lead in Mt. Lebanon High School musicals. First he 
sang in my High School choir at Bower Hill Community Presbyterian Church, then he sang in the 
Chancel Choir, often singing a solo part. When the choir put on an abridged version of 
H.M.S.Pinaofore, Gregg sang the role of Bill Bobstay, the Boatswain's Mate and his mother, a leading 
alto, was Little Buttercup. Two of our daughters invited him to sing at their weddings at Bower Hill 
Church.

It was natural that Gregg majored in voice and musical theater at CMU, and when he landed the lead 
there in Copland's The Tender Land, the whole choir went to dinner and attended the production to 
hear "our" star.  Nor was it surprising that he went to New York City to seek his fortune as an 
actor/singer. Whenever he came home for any holiday I was always glad to have him available to sing a 
solo. Gregg's mother later moved  to York, PA to be near her daughter after her husband died.  I 
recently contacted her to learn more about Gregg's  career.  This is what she wrote:

"In New York, Gregg ended up in stage managing.  He has been with many shows on Broadway, 
including Les Miserables, Chicago, Spring Awakening, to name a few.  Over the years he has been a 
Production Stage Manager with Chicago, taking the show to Japan, Abu Dhabi and Dubai.  Then he 
joined Wicked as stage manager and toured throughout the U.S. with the show.  Then he returned and 
started the show on Broadway.  Recently he was the Production Supervisor of Wicked in Mexico, 
organizing the first Spanish production of the show.  Currently he is back on Broadway with Wicked as 
stage manager.  He still manages to sing every Sunday morning at the Ascension Catholic Church in 
New York, so those choir roots hold strong even as he remains so busy in theater.  He married 
Marybeth, whom he met at Civic Light Opera during the college years.  They have been married 34 
years, living in New York, of course.  They have one son, Gregory, who is 21 and 100% into politics."

It's good to have had the privilege of knowing that such a talented chorister went through my choirs in 
his youth.  I can only hope that I may have made a small contribution to his career just by giving him 
opportunities to sing as much as possible on the road to his success. 
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by Edward Alan Moore – OAS Director (director@organseries.com)

The 39th Season of the Organ Artists Series of Pittsburgh (OAS) opens on Friday,
October 20, at 7:30 pm at Saint Paul Cathedral with organist Matthew Dirst.  
Matthew is Professor of Music at the Moores School of Music, University of
Houston, as well as Founder and Artistic Director of Ars Lyrica Houston, a
Grammy-nominated ensemble that specializes in Baroque chamber and dramatic
works.  He won first prize at the American Guild of Organists Young Artist
Competition in 1990.

Please mark your calendars now for our season opener and the rest of this exciting
season!

Sunday, November 19, 3:00 PM at East Liberty Presbyterian Church
Eastman at East Liberty – three rising stars from the Eastman School of Music, including 
Caroline Robinson, who wowed the audience at the 2015 Pittsburgh AGO Regional Convention

Friday, March 9, 2018 at 7:30 pm at Calvary Episcopal Church
Benjamin Sheen from Saint Thomas Church in New York City

Sunday, April 15, 2018 at 3:00 pm at Shadyside Presbyterian Church
Katelyn Emerson – winner of the 2016 AGO National Young Artists’ Competition

Please make special note of the dates and times of our concerts this year. Our two Sunday afternoon 
concerts begin at 3:00 pm and our two Friday evening concerts begin at 7:30 pm. Visit our website 
(www.organseries.com) to read more about each of our guest artists in the upcoming season. Individual
concert tickets are $12, with the price of a season subscription remaining at $36, 4 concerts for the 
price of 3! Student tickets are free with valid student identification.

All members of the Pittsburgh AGO Chapter received a postal mailing and email about the 
upcoming season.  Included in that mailing was information on how to purchase tickets and ways of 
supporting the series through donations and purchasing program booklet advertising.  All that 
information is included on our website as well.  Please consider supporting OAS through your giving 
and attendance at the concerts.

Even before the first concert of this season, the OAS committee is already working on ways to 
commemorate our 40th anniversary season in 2018-2019.  Stay tuned for more details in the coming 
months.

See you at Saint Paul Cathedral on October 20!

Edward Alan Moore, Director
director@organseries.com 
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Provided by George Armstrong – by Jim Hejduk, Youngstown Chapter- Reprinted with Permission

I opted to attend the Great Lakes Regional AGO convention rather than our own as it would offer me a
tax-deductible dodge to visit my family in northeastern Ohio and I was impressed with the advertised
line-up of artists.  Youngstown is striving mightily to climb out of its Mahoning Valley Rust Belt depths
(long-closed steel  mills  are ghostly reminders  of its  industrial  past)  and many parts  of it  can look
unkempt  and forlorn.   But  the  AGO Chapter --  all  58  of them under the  energetic and inspired
leadership of the amazing Adam Zagotti (that's the A to Z) -- rose magnificently to the challenge.  Mind
you, Youngstown had not hosted a convention since the 1920s! Their Herculean efforts were rewarded
with a turn-out of 175 registrants.

Sunday followed the usual format whereby we began with the RCYO Competition with two entrants
from Oberlin  and  one  from Indiana  University playing  on  the  39-rank  Casavant  at  the  (Catholic)
Cathedral of St. Columba built in 1958.  The pre-convention concert was played by Craig Cramer at
Bliss Recital Hall on the Youngstown State University (hereafter YSU) campus just a few blocks away.
Craig's program on the small-ish 2 manual Schlicker mechanical action instrument dating from 1997
included works by Buxtehude, Boehm, Joel Martinson, and concluded (as did his last concert here at St.
Mark's On-The-Campus) with the Bach Passacaglia.  Earlier that day, Craig revealed to me that he'd
been experiencing quite a few ciphers while practicing on the organ owing, he surmised, to its lack of
use, alas.

That  evening we headed to Christ  Episcopal  Church in  nearby Warren (a  1988 Casavant)  for the
Opening Service/Choral Evensong.  David Jonies, Associate Director of Music at Holy Name Cathedral
in Chicago is as skilled a service player as he is a solo artist favoring us with before-and-after works by
Guilmant, James Wilding, and Reger.  John Simsic, whose chamber choir Illuminare we'd hear later in
the week, led the liturgical music with interesting (and new to me) choral works by Ryan Galloway,
Boston composer Carson Cooman,  and William Byrd.   There  was  chant  interspersed with  poetry,
prayers, and interesting new (to me) hymns.  This was an imaginatively conceived service. 

Monday morning kicked off with a recital by Janette Fishell at St. John's Episcopal Church which abuts
the YSU campus.  I had a personal interest in that my Uncle Phil and Aunt Bette were married here
when I was in 1st grade (!!) and the 1921 E. M. Skinner organ there was the first 4-manual instrument
I'd ever seen.  St.  John's  looks like an English parish church on steroids with a rough hewn stone
exterior and interior.  Stained glass windows in the sanctuary depict Youngstown's steel production
past.  Interestingly, the parish was founded by the sister of composer Stephen Foster. That old Skinner
I'd seen as a kid was replaced by a Schlicker in 1966 that's had some subsequent additions and is the
centerpiece of a big fund-raising drive by the church for repairs and restoration.  Fishell's program
began  with  the  opening  two  movements  of  Peter  Eben's  Laudes and  continued  with  the  "Moto
Ostinato" from his Sunday Music.  Fishell knows these pieces well as she did her doctoral dissertation at
Northwestern  on  Eben's  organ  music  and  is  embarking  on  a  3-year  tribute  marking  the  10th
anniversary of Eben's death and the 90th anniversary of his birth.  She continued with the familiar
Prelude, Fugue, and Variation and Final of Cesar Franck and closed with Reger's lovely Melodia and the
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Fantasie on Halleluja!  Got zu loben..."  This may not have been the perfect organ for every piece but
Fishell rose to the challenge bravely.

There was a host of workshops later that morning and early afternoon after which we returned to St.
Columba Cathedral to hear the Cleveland Baroque Orchestra, Apollo's Fire.  I'd heard plenty of advance
raves about this group and was excited to hear them.  However, I almost rolled my eyes when I saw
their program was  centered around Vivaldi's  Four Seasons (I  was  reminded of G.  B.  Shaw's  quote
"Messiah?  Again?") but the written and spoken program notes by founding conductor-harpsichordist
Jeannette Sorrell were so engrossing, yea, compelling that I figured this would not be your run-of-the-
mill Vivaldi.  Inserting works by Uccellini and dall'Abaco (Yeah, I'd never heard of them either!) among
the  separate  Four  Seasons was  savvy programming.   And  the  playing?   It  was  like  hearing  these
warhorses for the first time.  It was artistically mesmerizing and absolutely galvanizing.  Apollo's Fire
was stopping in Youngstown en route to the Tanglewood Festival  where I'm sure they left that high-
brow east coast audience as awe-struck as they did ours.  Having them play for us was a masterful
coup by the convention planners.

That evening, we got our first taste of the  1926 E. M. Skinner organ (restored in 2009-2011 by A.
Thompson-Allen Co. of New Haven,  CT)  at Stambaugh Auditorium.  This edifice is  Youngstown's
answer to the Parthenon in its stunning magnificence.  It's the kind of jaw-dropping building that one is
tempted   to  ask  "What  the  hell  is  this  doing  here?"   The  Op.  582  E.  M.  Skinner  is  its  perfect
complement.  It holds it own proudly with the restored Skinners at Severence Hall in nearby Cleveland
and at Lake Erie College in even closer Painesville.   Here we heard pianist Nathan Carterette and
organist Edward Alan Moore in a varied program including the National Anthem, the 1st movement of
the  Tchaikovsky  First  Piano  Concerto,  the  Fox  transcription  of  Bach's  Come,  Sweet  Death and
Gershwin's  Rhapsody  in  Blue.   Following  intermission,  Todd  Wilson  (Tom  Trenney and  David  Von
Behren's teacher and a Lincoln favorite) accompanied the silent films "Big Business" and "Nosferatu."  It
was a chock-full program, but perhaps  too much of a good thing as the busses didn't pull in back at
the hotel until 11:30 that evening.(Article continued in next month’s newsletter.)

 by Regina Kettering, Editor (editor@pitago.org) 

Summer is often the time for relaxation and travel. Because organs are not movable, we have to go to 
them. Write about it! Share your experience of travel and music with your fellow chapter members by 
writing an article.  This newsletter does not exist without your contributions. Send articles and images 
to Regina Kettering via email (preferred) editor@pitago.org or snail mail (1115 Beaver Rd, Sewickley, PA
15143). Articles are placed in the newsletter based on available spacing and page considerations. 
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by Kathy Csellar – Registrar (registrar@pitago.org)

Please examine the mailing label on your copy of TAO Magazine. If the expiration date is on or before 
8/1/2017 and you have not renewed your membership within the last 30 days, then your membership 
has lapsed. To avoid disruption of membership benefits and TAO Magazine, renew online by visiting 
the AGO website and accessing ONCARD via the MEMBER Login, or by calling the AGO Headquarters
staff at 212-870-2310 (9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Eastern Time); 212-870-2311, ext. 7512 (9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Pacific 
Time); or e-mail members@agohq.org.

NEW MEMBERSHIP

Luke M. Ponce, Young Organist
293 Gray Drive
Abingdon, VA 24210
lukep@bvu.net

Ken Hand
538 Yorktown Drive
Gibsonia, PA 15044
Email: kenneth.a.hand@gmail.com

CHANGES

Robert L. Morehead, Dual (new email)
Email: morehead@elvienna.org 
Remove office phone number

Remove Dr. Norris Stevens

Remove Michelle Propochak

Alsatair Stout moved to Vermont Chapter  
a@stoutworks.net

Nathan Kyle Lively no longer a dual member

The Chapter extends its sympathy to the family and friends of Dr. Norris L. Stephens who died 
June 6, 2017. He was born December 13, 1930 in Charleroi. He received a BFA from Carnegie 
Tech (now CMU), a Masters in Sacred Music from Union Seminary in New York, a Masters of 
Library Science and a PhD in Musicology from the University of Pittsburgh. He was the Head 
of the Music Library at Pitt. He was the Carillonneur and associate to Donald D. Kettring at East
Liberty Presbyterian Church for many years. He also was organist at First Baptist Church in 
Oakland. Norris was an active member of the Pittsburgh Chapter, and for many years wrote the 
program notes for the Organ Artists Series. 
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By Sr. Cynthia Pock, AAGO 

It’s a new season in the musical life of the church…choirs return, new singers arrive at rehearsal, new 
music is distributed in new folders…but what about a new start for the organist? Why not consider 
preparing for and taking one of several AGO exams this year?

Why undertake such a project? It’s never too late to set a goal and achieve it, to sharpen one’s skills, 
and to learn new ones. The AGO offers Service Playing, Colleague, Associate, Fellow, and Choir Master 
examinations, with plenty of support and study opportunities. The help candidates prepare for exams, 
the AGO Certification Committee has developed educational resources with videos, CO’s., study 
guides, helpful articles, and examples of past tests. Just check out these resources on the AGO 
website. The skills one develops and the knowledge one acquires assist the organist in week-to-week 
service playing and repertoire presentation. I can speak from personal experience – I never transposed 
hymns until I needed to do so for a Guild exam…and now it’s not the fearsome task any longer!

Set a goal this year and “go for it” – prepare for an AGO exam. You’ll be amazed at your progress and be
glad you challenged yourself to achieve!
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Badge update: Meeting badges are being updated for the upcoming year. By default, new badges will 
be black and white and use the membership name registered in the AGO ONCARD system. If you 
prefer a different name on your badge for the year (i.e. nickname, middle name only, etc.), note on your 
dinner registration BADGE NAME: Nameofyourchoice. A reminder will also go out via email. Old 
badges that appear in good shape (no stains or crossed-out names) will be available and re-used. 

Default name badge for Mr. Robert Smith, ChM, AAGO   Badge for Mr. Robert Smith, ChM, AAGO who requested 
BADGE NAME: Bob Smith

Default name badge for Jane Smith, ChM, AAGO, 
who does not have a name prefix in ONCARD

We are trying to make sure that we have the correct number of dinners reserved for our meetings. In 
order to get the correct counts for the caterer, RSVPs must be received 10 days prior to the dinner. If 
you pre-pay by mail, your badge will be ready for pick-up and you will not have to wait in line! 
Reservation changes can be made up to the due date by contacting Regina at reservations@pitago.org. 
If you need to make a last-minute cancellation, please contact Regina (reservations@pitago.org) for 
information on mailing the $18 dinner fee. 

If due dates have a tendency to sneak up on you, avoid the rush by making a dinner reservation 
for the entire year! Full year reservations (this includes the dinner on May 21st) can be paid for in full 
($144.--) by September 25th for a guaranteed dinner reservation every month.
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Date Event

17 SEPT
4:00 PM

South Hills Organists Recital - South Hills Organists will be playing their favorite organ works at St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church. Each recitalist will play 10-15 min on our wonderful Schantz organ. This year 
we welcome guests Aaron Sproul from St. Bernard, Cynthia Pock from First Lutheran, and David 
Schaap from Trinity Episcopal Cathedral. St. Paul's Organists Doug Starr and Alice Lee will also play. St.
Paul's Episcopal Church, 1066 Washington Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 412-855-0591 
dstarr@stpaulspgh.org 

24 SEPT
3:00 PM

Music Plus Concert Series presents "Broadway & Beyond" - Allan Snyder, who performed on 
Broadway and toured with "Phantom," recent star of "Daddy Long Legs" in Pittsburgh, will present 50 
minutes of cabaret-style music. There will be a 2:30 preshow of local young musicians. Freewill offering. 
Dessert reception to meet the performer. St. James Church, 200 Walnut St. Sewickley, PA 15143 412-
741-6650 s.schaefer@comcast.net

25 SEPT
6:30 PM

Monthly Meeting - Installation of New Officers St. Paul's Episcopal Church (address above)

29 SEPT
7:30 PM

A Musical/Theological Festival of the Reformation, Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the 
Installation of the Casavant Organ - Dr. Ann Labounsky, Organ, Mr. Lewis Steele, Narrator, Choirs of 
First English Lutheran and Saint Stephen Lutheran Churches and Soloists A Hymn Festival featuring 
hymns of the Lutheran Reformation, with organ chorales based upon these hymns First English 
Lutheran Church, 615 Grant St, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 Sr. Cynthia Pock, n/OLF, AAGO, Cantor 412-471-
8125 cantor@flcpittsburgh.org 

EVENTS
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Substitute Organists Available for Sunday Mornings

BEDFORD, CLARK 412.364.4756 WFES

BROWN, JUDITH 301.724.1407 WFES

CAFARO, ROSS 412.885.1625 WFES

JANKO, RAY 724.325.7449 WFES

JUSTHAM, MARY ANN 724.335.7792 WFES

HENRI, LAURA 412.418.7392 WFESL

HILL, THOMAS 512.421.1484 WFES

KOHL, GEORGE 412.523.7765 WFES

KRANTZ, DOUGLAS 317.532.7523 WFS

LA RUE, ELIZABETH SPC 412.999.4812 WFES

LINDSEY, III, C. DENNIS 918.409.6467 WFES

MISLIN, DAVID W. 617.223.1270 WFES

RASLEY, DON 724.487.7303(D)
724.283.4829(E)

WFES

ROEDERER, CHARLOTTE 412.780.7445 EFS

ROLLET, TONY, ARCM 412.726.8569 WFES

RUBRIGHT, SANDY S. 724.994.8872 WFE

STIPCAK, VALERIE 724.388.1038 WFES

SZEREMANY, RICHARD, AAGO 412.327.6254 WFES

TOMASSO, ALBERT 860.836.6597 WFES

VANDERLAAN, BRET A. 301.919.1835 WFES

Substitute Organists NOT Available for Sunday
Mornings

AKINS, CANDICE 724.568.2640 WF

BRUNN, LYNN 724.733.8111 WFE

DANIELS, J.R. 412.389.6658 WF

DAVIES, KYLE 717.552.8886 WFES

EARNEST, Dr. WAYNE N. 724.206.8854 WFS

ENGLISH, DANIEL 412.889.2681 WFESL

HAMMER, DANIEL 217.766.4230 WFES

KETTERING, REGINA 412.477.5547 WFES

LIPISARDI, EMILY 304.216.0302 WFES

MILLER, JANE 412.526.6618 WF

PINKERTON, RICHARD 412.561.2015 WFE

REILAND, MICHAEL 412.882.5521 WFE

SPENCER, GEORGE 412.731.3324 WFE

STROBEL, JOYCE MOON 412.366.0074 WFES

WALLACE, JUSTIN 412.531.0525 WFES

WANG, CLOUD SSU-YUN 857.318.1896 WFES

WILL, NICHOLAS 814.460.1446 WFE

Only current members of the AGO may be on the 
substitute list. AGO assumes no responsibility for the 
musicianship, reliability, or conduct of substitute organists. 
Background checks are the responsibility of the employer. 
Churches may contact organists directly or ask the 
coordinator for assistance.
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RSVP by Sept 15th for Installation of New Officers
6:30 PM Dinner, Meeting at 8:00 PM

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1066 Washington Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15228

Name:_______________________________________________________

Guests:______________________________________________________

Amount enclosed ($18.--/person) _________________________________

I have included $________ to underwrite a student dinner. ($18 underwrites one dinner)

Full year reservation:__________________ ($144.-- )
Reservations to: Regina Kettering, 1115 Beaver Rd., Sewickley, PA 15143-2003 

Text or call: (412)-477-5547 email:  reservations@pitago.org

mailto:reservations@pitago.org



