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DINNER RESERVATION CHANGES
Throughout the past year or so, we have been experiencing some 
growing pains with the dinners. There are two main bumps that 
we are currently experiencing: 1) the dinners cost the guild money 
above what is contributed by the membership, and 2) finding ways 
to reduce late reservations. The board has voted to implement a 
fee of $20 for on-time reservations and $25 for late reservations. 
More information about these changes and how it impacts you 
can be found on page 14.

POA WELCOMES RYAN CROYLE’S MUSIC SALE ASSISTANCE 
Ryan Croyle will be assisting Justin Wallace with the POA Used 
Music Sale. Anyone who would like to donate used music should 
contact Ryan (rcroyle1@gmail.com or 412-206-9103) and plan to 
drop off music at First Presbyterian Church (320 6th Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222).

DO WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT ADDRESS?
Please examine the mailing label on your copy of TAO Magazine. If 
the expiration date is on or before 8/1/2017 and you have not 
renewed your membership within the last 30 days, then your 
membership has expired. To avoid disruption of membership 
benefits and TAO Magazine, renew online by visiting the AGO 
website and accessing ONCARD via the MEMBER Login, or by 
calling the AGO Headquarters staff at 212-870-2310 (9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Eastern Time); 212-870-2311, ext. 7512 (9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Pacific Time); or e-mail members@agohq.org .

Please notify Kathy Csellar (registrar@pitago.org) with changes to 
your address, phone, or email. 
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By Chaz Bowers Sub-Dean (sub-dean@pitago.org)

Anyone who passes under the watchful eyes of its famous gargoyles 
to enter the doors of the Cathédral Notré Dame de Paris is 
immediately overwhelmed by a sense of history and the presence of 
its many ghosts. Perhaps one of the most famous of these is Louis 
Vierne (1870-1937), who held the position of titular organist 
(titulaires des grandes orgues) there from 1900-1937. As the story is 
told, blind, and in chronic ill health, on June 2, 1937, Vierne 
ascended the steps to the organ lost to begin his 1750th organ 
recital, a program for 3000 people. During the program, he turned to 
his protégé, Maurice Durufé, saying, “I’m going to be ill” just before 
he died at the console. Various, possibly apochryphal, accounts report that Durufe then stepped in to 
finish the recital. Though the original 1867 Cavaille-Coll console on which Vierne performed his 
famous last note  has been replaced, and numerous renovations, additions, and restorations have made 
the organ less historically “authentic” than its sister organ in nearby Saint-Sulpice, it is a “must” stop for 
touring organists.

November’s AGO program, then, is a double delight for me. Not only am I reminded of a 
wonderful 2013 trip to Paris with the organ studio of Duquesne University led by Dr. Ann Labounsky, 
where we were able to play Notre Dame’s Grande Orgue, but I am also able to welcome you to my 
home parish church of St. Bernard and its Casavant organ. The program will feature a lecture-recital 
focusing on the Fantasy Pieces of Louis Vierne, presented by Jeremy David Tarrant, Organist and 
Choirmaster of the Cathedral of St. Paul in Detroit, Michigan.

In addition to playing for liturgies and concerts, Mr. Tarrant is founding director and conductor 
of the famed Cathedral Choir School of Metropolitan Detroit, affiliated with the Royal School of 
Church Music in America. Prior to his current appointment, he served as the Cathedral’ss Assistant 
Organist, joining the staff in 1994. In April of 2007, he was seated as Canon Precentor of the Cathedral 
in thanksgiving and recognition of his role in the liturgical and musical life of the Cathedral community. 
A student of the American organist and pedagogue Robert Glasgow., Mr. Tarrant is a graduate of the 
University of Michigan School of Music where he earned Bachelor and Master of Music degrees in 
organ performance and sacred music. The recipient of numerous awards and honors, he was awarded 
first prize in the Ottumwa National Organ Competition in 1997 and second prize in the Arthur Poister 
National Competition in 1998. Mr. Tarrant has also been a finalist in the American Guild of Organists 
Regional Competitions.

This November 27th program promises to be informative, entertaining, and delicious. Dinner, 
catered by the Community Kitchens, will feature Italian herb chicken, thinly-sliced roast beef, seaason 
vegetables, rice pilaf, house salad with ranch and Italian dressings, rolls and butter, chef’s selection 
dessert, iced tea, water, and decaf coffee, served in Clairvaux Hall. Following dinner, the program will 
be presented upstairs in the church. Please make sure to mark your calendars and make your 
reservation.
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by Douglas Starr, Dean (dean@pitago.org)

Dear Friends:
The colder seasons approach but we are warmed by our work 
and periodic recognition.  In October The Pittsburgh Chapter of 
the American Guild of Organists was awarded a $500 grant from 
the Pittsburgh Foundation in recognition for our work in the 
community.  Congratulations everyone!
The Chapter Board, Directors and Executive Committee met on 
Monday September 18 and, as I promised, here are highlights. 
Many will be amplified in this edition’s articles:

1. Aaron Sproul  reports  that our budgets (AGO, OAS, &
POA) are strong and under admirable supervision and
visionary planning.  For example, Chapter officers proposed and approved sustainable
improvement to adequately fund monthly chapter dinners.  This includes steps to assure enough
food is prepared for confirmed reservations. See Regina Kettering’s message for details

2. In a time of declining nation-wide AGO membership, our roster is stable and poised to grow.
Thanks to all of you who both help retain and bring in new colleagues.  Kathy Csellar has the
numbers.

3. We want to make maximum use of our website and media platforms. Ryan Croyle and Neil
Stahurski  are tasked to continue improvements and they would appreciate your ideas.
Everyone can help by Friending our Chapter’s Facebook Page.

4. The Sub Dean’s difficult transition from program year planning to implementation of the new
year has been accomplished by Chaz Bowers.  See his article about the this month and all our
monthly meetings

5. And then there is “The Dean’s List,” tasks to which I am directed. Here are several.

a. To appoint auditors for Chapter’s financials.  We need one additional volunteer.  It need not
be a Chapter member.

b. In a subsequent meeting, to appoint a task force to update the chapter's operating
procedures and by-laws.

c. Working with Rev. Cyril Hurnyak, Chapter Chaplin, to promote the overall health and welfare
of membership. For example, Cyril can supplement your own pastoral care in the event of
illness.  We would appreciate your notifications when prayer and care are needed.

My sincere thanks for everyone’s dedicated work for the Pittsburgh AGO Chapter and its constituent 
parts.   Doug Starr
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by Jeffrey Gray

While I was at the Richmond Regional Convention in June, I spent a 
great deal of time at the Atlantic City Boardwalk Hall Organ booth in 
the  exhibition  area,  and  became  friends  with  the  three  booth 
attendants. 

Most of you probably know something about the Midmer Losh 
instrument in the hall – the largest pipe organ in the world. It boasts 
seven manuals and 449-ranks, and the hall is famous for many things 
– but none more so to the general public than being the venue where
Miss  America is  crowned! I  jokingly said to them “If I  make a trip
down to  see  the  organ,  I  expect  that  I’d  get  a  chance to get  my
picture taken at the console.” They responded “Not only that, but you
can play it!” Say no more!

This  mammoth  instrument  was  basically  destroyed  by  a 
hurricane  in  1944.  Most  of  the  electrical  controls  and switches  – 

including that of the combination action – were located in the basement of the hall,  which was of  
course fooded. Salt water is no friend to electronics! Following this, the organ was basically unusable 
for many decades.  In  2004,  the  Historic  Organ Restoration Committee,  a  501c3 corporation,  was 
chartered, and since that time, funds have been raised for restoring not only the Midmer Losh, but also  
a “little” Kimball of 4-manuals, 55-ranks, located in the Ballroom of the Hall! The cost to complete 
restoration is a mere $16 million dollars! As of now, approximately 35% of the Midmer Losh is playing, 
and around 75% of the Kimball is functioning. More ranks are coming online constantly!

In the summer months, a staff organist plays a half hour recital each weekday at noon. In the “off 
season,” these become weekly recitals, held each Wednesday. All the recitals are followed by a short 
tour of the on-site workshop and part of the organ. But on Wednesdays at 10:00 AM, there is a very 
detailed tour of the organs, the chambers, and the hall itself. Enough background here. As Paul Harvey 
used to say…now for “the REST of the story…”

Most  of you also  know that  my church  is  having  a  new organ  built  by Patrick  Murphy & 
Associates, located near Reading PA. So my son Matt and I looked at our calendars, and decided to 
head down east for a few days. After a wonderful visit with Pat and his crew in his shop on Tuesday,  
September 12th, we headed for Atlantic City. 

On Wednesday, we walked a few blocks from our hotel to Boardwalk Hall for the 10:00 AM 
tour. There were over 40 people there on this particular day. We got some background info from our 
tour guide, and off we went. The two hour tour sped by, with one of the final stops being at the 
console…where the day’s organist was introduced to us. Scott Breiner was one of the folks I met at the 
booth in Richmond, and he was surprised that I actually came down like I said I would!! Soon we were 
in the seats at the rear of the hall, when … well, let’s say the organ lived up to it’s nickname of “The 
Sonic Mt. Rushmore!” Even with just 35% of the instrument playable, the hall was filled with music. 

After the recital, I had arranged to go talk to Scott, and I held him to his promise. My son and I 
got a few pictures at the console, and then I said to Scott – “so??” He said there was a slight problem, 
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because the stage union was setting up the hall for a memorial service scheduled for the next day. He  
asked if we would be available to come back around 4 PM. And so we did.

Matt and I returned at 4:00 PM, and the security guard told us to head back to the organ shop, 
where we met James Martin and Nathan Bryson (the Curator of Organs). Another slight delay for using 
the hall organ, but they took us to the Ballroom, where for 45 minutes I had a chance to play the  
Kimball. After about 40 minutes, James returned to the ballroom and said “let’s go!”  

We arrived at  the  console  in  a  matter of 
minutes  –  even  though  the  hall  is  enormous! 
James started to turn the organ on – not just a fip 
of  an  on  switch,  but  a  series  of  blowers  which 
must  be  started  in  a  specific  sequence!  He 
explained that there are colored labels on many of 
the over 1,200 stop tabs, indicating which stops 
are actually functioning!  I  then sat there – wide 
eyed, like a kid in the proverbial candy shop. I tried 
all of the keyboards, which are quite comfortably 
positioned.  (The  top  3  or  4  keyboards  are  not 
functioning…but will be in the years ahead.) And 
reaching out side-to-side, there are no stop tabs 
that are beyond the reach of most people! Quite 
amazing. 

James then said to start playing! I  played around a bit, basically making things up as James 
brought more and more stops on.  I  then played the hymn tune “Hyfrydol” as James acted as the 

“combination  action!”  As  I  improvised  the 
second verse,  with a  heavy pedal  line,  you 
could feel the vibrations at the console. More 
and more was added, until the final couple of 
chords, when he threw on the 64’ Diaphone-
Dulzian – a full-length 64’ stop! What a thrill!
For  over  45  minutes,  we  talked  about  the 
instrument,  it’s  history,  future  plans  and 
rebuilding timeline, as he let me play around 
with  the  various  divisions  which  are 
functional.  They are  excited  that  the  2019 
Mid  Atlantic  Regional  Convention  will  be 
held in Southern New Jersey, and the organs 
of  Boardwalk  Hall  will  be  prominently 

featured (They expect to have over 65% of the Midmer Losh functioning for the convention). But you 
don’t have to wait until then…all are welcome to take the tours and attend the recitals. And if you ask 
real nice, they’ll let you sit and play the largest musical instrument ever built!

For more  information,  check  out  www.boardwalkorgans.org.  They also  have  a  presence  on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Oh yeah…the beach is pretty nice, too!

Jeff Gray
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by Ellen Dodge and George Armstrong

On  September  17,  on  the  Skinner  organ  at 
Stambaugh  Auditorium,  Youngstown,  Ohio,  Mark 
Pacoe  presented  an  organ recital  of  many varied 
works by composers from the seventeenth century 
to modern times. 

The opening selection, Allegro, from Charles-Marie 
Widor’s  Symphony  VI,  makes  good  use  of  the 
Skinner’s pedal stops in octaves.

The  haunting  Psalm-Prelude,  Op.  1,  No.  1  by 
Herbert Howells Mark dedicated to the memory of 
his nephew who died of drug poisoning at age 17.

Dietrich Buxtehude’s Praeludium in C was followed 
by  Petr  Eben’s  Hommage  a  Dietrich  Buxtehude 
which used some of the Praeludium material in this 
whimsical but difficult composition.

Bach’s familiar trio Allein Gott in der ser Höh sei Ehr 
was followed by an arrangement for organ of the 
familiar  middle  movement  of  Beethoven’s  Sonata 
Pathétique. While the thematic material is familiar 
the arrangement by Shigeo Sekito was modern and 
famboyant.

Mark  concluded  with  Hamburger  Totentanz  from 
Guy Bovet’s Trois Preludes Hambourgeois. Quirky and rhythmic, it included a snippet from Für Elise.

Originally from Butler, Pennsylvania, Mark has many friends in western Pennsylvania who made the 
trip to Youngstown to hear their friend of many years. Mark is currently the Director of Music for St. 
John Nepomucene and St.  Frances  Xavier Cabrini  in  New York  City.  He is  on the artist  roster of 
EastWest Organists.  His debut recording,  CROSSROADS – Music from St.  Malachy’s – the Actors’ 
Chapel, was released in the Fall of 2015.
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by Edward Alan Moore – OAS Director (director@organseries.com)

Please join us for the second concert of 39th Season of Organ Artists Series on 
Sunday, November 19, at 3:00 pm at East Liberty Presbyterian Church for 
Eastman at East Liberty.  This special concert features three rising stars from 
the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY, Ivan Bosnar, Amanda Mole, 
and Caroline Robinson.

A native of Croatia, Ivan Bosnar studies organ performance with Prof. Nathan 
Laube and improvisation with Prof. Edoardo Bellotti. He won First Prize at 
the Croatian Organ Student Competition in 2009 and has served as an 
organist at the St. Peter’s Church in Zagreb and at the St. Mary’s church in 
Zapreŝić, Croatia.

Amanda Mole is a Doctor of Musical Arts candidate studying with Prof. 
David Higgs. In 2011, she graduated from the Yale Institute of Sacred Music and the School of Music 
with a Master of Music degree in Organ Performance and Sacred Music. Amanda is the first-place and 
audience prize winner of the 2016 Miami International Organ Competition, and the first-place winner 
of the 2014 Arthur Poister Organ Competition, the 2014 John Rodland Memorial Organ Competition, 
and the 2014 Peter B. Knock Award.

Caroline Robinson is a Doctor of Musical Arts candidate studying with Prof. David Higgs. A Fulbright 
scholar, Caroline spent the 2013-14 school year in Toulouse, France, where she studied at the 
Conservatoire à Rayonnement Régional under Michel Bouvard and Jan Willem Jansen (organ), as well 
as Yasuko Bouvard (harpsichord). Caroline is the First Prize winner of the 11th Annual Albert 
Schweitzer Organ Festival (2008) and in the Tenth Annual West Chester University Organ Competition 
(2010).

Visit our website (www.organseries.com) to read more about the remaining concerts in the season. 
Individual concert tickets are $12, and student tickets are once again free with valid student 
identification.  Invite a friend to join you for the finest organ music in Pittsburgh!

See you at East Liberty Presbyterian Church on Sunday, November 19, at 3:00 pm!

Edward Alan Moore, Director
director@organseries.com 
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by Wilberta Naden Pickett, SMM, ChM
 

My proud and third successful chorister was my only paid soloist for the Chancel Choir at Bower Hill. 
Jim Critchfield was a novice who was taking voice lessons from Al Homburg, his Carrick High School 
choral director, who saw a notice that Bower Hill was looking for a baritone soloist. I could only pay 
him $15/week, not much even for the ‘70’s.

Jim had a lovely rich voice, a winsome personality, could hardly 
read music, but had a good ear. Having to teach him the music by rote, 
and knowing he had a fantasy of making a career of music theater and 
already enrolled part time in CCAC, I suggested that he would be wise 
to  take  some business  courses  to  support  himself.  I  knew he  had 
limited resource and wanted to encourage him, but I honestly thought 
he couldn’t possibly make a living in music of any kind, especially after 
Jim learned he had dyslexia.

Jim, being determined, graduated from Point Park with a BA in 
music theater in 1987. A college friend invited him to become part of 
the Great American Melodrama and Vaudeville Theater Company in 
Ocean City, CA, for two years. He returned to Pittsburgh to become 
part of the Salt Works Theater Company and surprised me to see him 
perform  at  my  church  (Fox  Chapel  Presbyterian).  I  also  saw  his 
performance of the March Hare in Alice in Wonderland at the Pittsburgh Playhouse Junior where I had 
taken my children.

Since then he has both sung with and directed Gilbert and Sullivan shows with the Savoyards off 
and on for the past twenty years working with their director, Guy Russo, who is also my choir director.  
In the meantime Jim earned a second degree in Education at Point Park, enabling him to work for Pitt’s 
Falk Laboratory School in their theater arts department, grade K-8.

For ten years Jim ran the Father Ryan Arts Center in McKees Rocks, having moved his career 
into administration, and taught at Gargaro/Pittsburgh Musical Theater. He worked for 20 years as a 
member of Actors Equity Association, the professional Union for actors and stage managers in the USA 
with most of the professional theater companies in the region, including CLO, PICT, Pittsburgh Opera, 
Opera Theater, Pittsburgh Symphony and Pittsburgh Musical Theater where he became well known for 
his Ebenezer Scrooge for 15 seasons.

About his church choir experience, Jim confesses he felt intimidated when he started at Bower 
Hill  Church,  but  found himself  nurtured  fondly.  He  has  continued  choir  singing,  even  directed  in 
California. In Pittsburgh he has sung at Concord Presbyterian, Carrick; St. Peters Episcopal, Brentwood; 
East  Liberty Presbyterian,  and is  currently tenor soloist  and section leader for the  Church  of the 
Ascension, Oakland.

I am gratified to have been able to help Jim Critchfield get started – even if I were skeptical  
mentor. It shows that Jim’s desire and determination have served him and Pittsburgh audiences well.
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Enlarged image of the Midmer Losh organ from page 5.
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Submitted by Dr. Christine Clewell (orgel@iup.edu)

Members of the Indiana, Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
AGO (IAGO) and the Carol Teti Memorial Organ 
Scholarship Committee are pleased to present a 
Symphony Duo: Organ and Oboe Recital by Larry 
Allen and Scott Bell. DiCicco Hall. Larry Allen, a 
Pittsburgh-based organist who recently performed 
the famous Saint-Saens Organ Symphony with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra this past September, 
studied with Alec Wynton in New York and Marie-
Claire Alain in Paris. A former faculty member of the 
Hartt School of Music in Hartford, he has concertized 
in Europe as well as in America. Scott Bell holds the 
Rinehart Endowed Oboe Chair with the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra. He has been a member of the 
orchestra since 1992. A prize-winning oboist, he has performed on every continent except Antarctica. 
Admission is free. Donations are gratefully accepted. Parking is available in the parking garage that is 
located on Grant and Eleventh St. and is free after 5PM. This program is part of the fall organ 
scholarship fund raising event. Following the program there will be a scholarship dinner which will take 
place close to the IUP campus. For more information about attending the dinner and making 
reservations, please contact Christine Clewell at orgel@iup.edu or 724-357-2390 ext. 2563. The 
concert will be held in IUP Cogswell Music Building, Room 121, Daniel DiCicco Hall 422 S Eleventh St, 
Indiana, PA 15705 

Date Event

4 NOV
9:30 AM

Advent by Candlelight - Advent by Candlelight is an Advent worship meditation including a light 
continental breakfast around tables, scripture, readings, hymns, and music. Everyone takes part. $5 
registration fee. Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon, 7501 Church Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15202 
412-366-4513 bmckelway@verizon.net

5 NOV
3:00 PM

"Handbell Tapestry" - Mary Rita Rossetti, Director of Music Ministries at St. Frances Cabrini Parish in 
Center Township, will present a variety of works in a solo handbell concert. Heinz Memorial Chapel, 
4200 5th Ave, Box 18, Pittsburgh, PA 412-624-4157

5 NOV
3:00 PM

A Service of Rememberance for All Saints - In recognition of All Saints' Day, traditionally observed 
November 1, and, particularly, in memory of those who have joined the Church Triumphant in the past 
year, the Shadyside Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir, with orchestra, will present Gabriel Faure's 
(accent) Requiem in liturgical context, with Communion, during a service of remembrance. Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church, 5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 412-682-4300 
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Date Event
www.shadysidepres.org info@shadysidepres.org 

10 NOV
7:00 PM

Durufle's Requiem - The Schola Cantorum Franciscana, under the direction of Nicholas Will, presents 
Maurice Durufle's Requiem in its original liturgical context, a Latin High Requiem Mass according to the 
1962 Roman Missal. Fr. Timothy Huffman, celebrant; Justin Wallace, organist. St. Peter Church, 425 N. 
Fourth St, Steubenville, OH 43952 nwill@franciscan.edu 

11 NOV
4:30 PM

Symphony Duo - Members of the Indiana, Pennsylvania Chapter of the AGO (IAGO) and the Carol Teti 
Memorial Organ Scholarship Committee are pleased to present a Symphony Duo: Organ and Oboe 
Recital by Larry Allen and Scott Bell. DiCicco Hall. Following the program there will be a scholarship 
dinner which will take place close to the IUP campus. For more information about attending the dinner 
and making reservations, please contact Christine Clewell. IUP Cogswell Music Building, Room 121, 
Daniel DiCicco Hall 422 S Eleventh St, Indiana, PA 15705 724-357-2390 ext. 2563  orgel@iup.edu 

12 NOV
4:00 PM

Christin Cooper, pianist and vocalist friends - Christin Cooper has recently joined the staff of St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, Mt. Lebanon as Assistant Music Director for Children. Christin will perform 
works for piano and collaborate with others in her Pittsburgh premiere! Suggested donation $10. St. 
Paul's Episcopal Church, 1066 Washington Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15228 www.stpaulspgh.org/concert-
series 

17 NOV
7:30 PM

Organ Concert - Meg Harper. Free will offering. St. Paul Cathedral, 108 N Dithridge St, Pittsburgh, PA 
15213 412-621-6082 pittsburghbeckerath@verizon.net 

17 NOV
6:00 PM

Light Up Night Organ Concert - First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh opens its doors to hundreds of 
visitors for the annual Downtown Pittsburgh Light Up Night Celebration. To kick off the evening, Ryan 
Croyle will play an organ concert of classical and seasonal repertoire, followed by carols on the Sixth 
Avenue Pulpit by the First Presbyterian Choir. Cookies, candy, hot cider, and coffee are available along 
the 6th Avenue entrance throughout the evening. First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, 320 Sixth 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 rcroyle@fpcp.org 

18 NOV
7:30 PM

Music at St. Bernard - JS Bach and Buxtehude Saint Vincent Camerata, Fr. Stephen Concordia, O.S.B. 
Director with Chatham Baroque and Daniel Teadt, Baritone - Two complete Bach cantatas - the festive, 
joyful Wedding Cantata "Der Herr denket an uns und segnet uns" BWV 196 and the celebrated Advent 
Cantata "Nun komm, der Heiden Deiland" BWV 61 are just two of the pieces to enjoy authentic period 
instrumentation provided by the internationally-renowned early music ensemble Chatham Baroque, 
featuring 1st violin, viola da gamba, and theorbo, plus additional performers on 2nd violin, 2 violas, and 
continuo organ. The program, supported in part by the Lee F. Hohman Organ Concert Fund and special 
donots, will also feature works by Dieterich Buxtehude, an early music composer much-admired by Bach 
himself. Free admission, free-will offerings gratefully accepted. St Bernard R.C. Church, 311 Washington 
Rd, Pittsburgh, PA 15216 (412)531-7412 www.stbernardmusic.org 

19 NOV
3:00 PM

KKPsi Brass Quintet Concert - Five members of the Pitt chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi, a co-educational 
fraternal organization that advances college and university bands, will present a program of works 
arranged for brass. Heinz Memorial Chapel, 4200 5th Ave, Box 18, Pittsburgh, PA (412)624-4157

19 NOV
3:00 PM

Music in a Great Space - The 25th anniversary season of Music in a Great Space continues with "The 
Voyage of Life." Accompanied by pianist J.J. Penna, tenor Eric Rieger delves into the depths of the 
human experience with a program exploring journeys of life, love, death, and the subconcsious in the 
songs of Henri Duparc, Franz Schubert, and Benjamin Britten. This concert series is a memorial to Lydia 
Schulze Saul, made possible by a generous act of her son, William E. Saul, upon his death in 1995. 
Donations appreciated. Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 5121 Westminster Place, Pittsburgh, PA 15232 
(412)682-4300 www.shadysidepres.org  info@shadysidepres.org 

19 NOV
3:00 PM

OAS Concert – Eastman at East Liberty Church,This special concert features three rising stars from 
the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY, Ivan Bosnar, Amanda Mole, and Caroline Robinson. 
Tickets $12 East Liberty Presbyterian Church, 116 S Highland St., Pittsburgh, PA 15206 
info@organseries.com 

27 NOV
6:30 PM

AGO Meeting - Fantasy: a survey of the Pieces de Fantasie of Louis Vierne - Jeremy David Tarrant. 
More information on page 2. St. Bernard Catholic Church, 311 Washington Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15216
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by Regina Kettering (reservations@pitago.org)

The Pittsburgh Chapter of the AGO is one of the few chapters that hold a membership dinner with the 
meetings. 55-65 people typically attend the dinners, and it is a time of fellowship and relaxation. Over 
the past few years, we have had some “growing pains” that we are addressing. The financial report for 
last year showed that we are losing a significant amount of money on the dinners. At the September 
meeting, the board discussed ways to fix some of the problems that we are having.

The dinners cost between $20.20 and $22.27 per person, depending on whether or not we 
have a server and from where we obtain plates and silverware. (The server is optional; plates and 
silverware are not optional.) We have found that having a server is an expense that benefits the 
attendees. At the current rate of $18 per person, we lose between $2.20 and $4.27 per person. With 
an average dinner hosting 60 people, this amounts to a loss of $130-250 per month. In order to reduce 
the loss to the chapter at large, the board has voted to increase the price of the dinners to $20 per 
person.

While we have tried hard to not turn people away, it can be difficult to guess how many people 
will make a reservation after the reservation deadline, and therefore how many “extra” meals to order. 
Obviously, we want to make sure that we have a correct count and order the right amount of food. The 
board has voted to institute an increased price of $25 for anyone (including students) who make a 
reservation after the deadline. (Think of it as encouragement to send in your reservation early.) 
Date/time of the reservation is based on the time stamp of the received reservation. Sending 
reservations via email or the web form contain a time stamp and are usually received shortly after you 
hit “send.”

If you have a standing reservation for 2017-2018, these changes will not impact your current 
reservations or price. 
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Pipelines Nov 2017

Substitute Organists Available for Sunday Mornings
BEDFORD, CLARK 412.364.4756 WFES

BROWN, JUDITH 301.724.1407 WFES

CAFARO, ROSS 412.885.1625 WFES

JANKO, RAY 724.325.7449 WFES

JUSTHAM, MARY ANN 724.335.7792 WFES

HENRI, LAURA 412.418.7392 WFESL

HILL, THOMAS 512.421.1484 WFES

KOHL, GEORGE 412.523.7765 WFES

KRANTZ, DOUGLAS 317.532.7523 WFS

LA RUE, ELIZABETH SPC 412.999.4812 WFES

LINDSEY, III, C. DENNIS 918.409.6467 WFES

MISLIN, DAVID W. 617.223.1270 WFES

RASLEY, DON 724.487.7303(D)
724.283.4829(E)

WFES

ROEDERER, CHARLOTTE 412.780.7445 EFS

ROLLET, TONY, ARCM 412.726.8569 WFES

RUBRIGHT, SANDY S. 724.994.8872 WFE

STIPCAK, VALERIE 724.388.1038 WFES

SZEREMANY, RICHARD, AAGO 412.327.6254 WFES

TOMASSO, ALBERT 860.836.6597 WFES

VANDERLAAN, BRET A. 301.919.1835 WFES

Substitute Organists NOT Available for Sunday 
Mornings

AIKINS, CANDICE 724.568.2640 WF

BRUHN, LYNN 724.733.8111 WFE

DANIELS, J.R. 412.389.6658 WF

DAVIES, KYLE 717.552.8886 WFES

EARNEST, Dr. WAYNE N. 724.206.8854 WFS

ENGLISH, DANIEL 412.889.2681 WFESL

HAMMER, MICHAEL 217.766.4230 WFES

KETTERING, REGINA 412.477.5547 WFES

LAPISARDI, EMILY 304.216.0302 WFES

MASTERS, SARA 412.266.5821 WFES

MILLER, JANE 412.526.6618 WF

PINKERTON, RICHARD 412.561.2015 WFE

REILAND, MICHAEL 412.882.5521 WFE

SPENCER, GEORGE 412.731.3324 WFE

STROBEL, JOYCE MOON 412.366.0074 WFES

WALLACE, JUSTIN 412.531.0525 WFES

WANG, CLOUD SSU-YUN 857.318.1896 WFES

WILL, NICHOLAS 814.460.1446 WFE

Only current members of the AGO may be on the 
substitute list. AGO assumes no responsibility for the 
musicianship, reliability, or conduct of substitute organists. 
Background checks are the responsibility of the employer. 
Churches may contact organists directly or ask the 
coordinator for assistance.

Page 15 of 16

RSVP by Nov 17th for Louis Vierne (Jeremy David Tarrant)
6:30 PM Dinner, Meeting at 8:00 PM Nov 27th 

St. Bernard Catholic Church, 311 Washington Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15216

Name:_______________________________________________________

Guests:______________________________________________________

Amount enclosed (NOTE CHANGED PRICE $20.--/person) _________________________________

I have included $________ to underwrite a student dinner. ($20 underwrites one dinner)

Reservations to: Regina Kettering, 1115 Beaver Rd., Sewickley, PA 15143-2003 
Text or call: (412)-477-5547 email:  reservations@pitago.org

mailto:reservations@pitago.org



